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Mrs. GeorGe KENDALL and children expect 
to leave soon for Coffeyville, Kan., where Mr. 
Kendall is engaged in the insurance business.— 
Cedar Rapids (Ia.) Republican. 

Our friend from Hartford evidently seeks 
a new lodging place for the shamrock. 


THE delay in this week’s issue of the Insur- 
ance Register was caused by a breakdown in 
the printing office—Insurance Register. 

Don't let it happen again. The world had 
io wait too long in agony for another delivery 
on the Equitable Life vs. Host issue. 

THE BILL TO REGULATE ** WIL DCa'1s.”’ 

Tue bill before Congress to place ‘‘wildcat’’ 
insurance companies under the lottery law 
probably needs some minor amendments, but 
its purpose and general context are correct 
and merit encouragement. Such a law on the 
statute books would be a distinct advance in 
insurance legislation. 

The present laws of the various States are 
not such as will reach the felines or their 
operators. The “wildcats” will locate in some 
State but issue no policies on the property 
of that State. Their predatory excursions are 
in other States, and their headquarters, being 
heyond their bounds, seem immune. The ob- 
ject of the bill, hence, is to annihilate just 
such companies which state laws are power- 
less to suppress. It is such sub-marine sharks 
as E. C. SHANKLIN, SAm Foster, “DEACON” 
W. A. Lowett, A. C. Hayner, E. W. Davy 
and others of their ilk that insurance commis- 
sioners and reputable underwriters desire to 
see exterminated. 

The proposed law would have a company 
under the jurisdiction of at least one insur- 
ance department. That would give it stand- 
ing. It would at least have a parent to ac- 
knowledge its nativity. No insurance company 
merits support unless it is regularly licensed 
by some State and complies with its laws. 
(his affords an opportunity to locate it and 
learn something of its financial condition. 

We do not believe it would be any hard- 
hip for foreign surplus line companies to com- 
ly with the law of some one State and thus 
ecure a definite anchorage in this country. 
'f they are possessed of the assets that all of 
them claim to be, a deposit in some State 
vould work no hardship nor would it ‘be un- 

ist. They are here merely by sufferance now. 
if the truth were known many of these for- 
vign surplus liners have little to recommend 
em save a double-jointed, unpronounceable 
ime. We believe our people need more ample 
rotection from these foreign non-descripts, 
hose “home office figures” look well when the 
licy is written. The really responsible for- 
cign surplus liners would grasp the opportunity 
to comply with the law and no more would be 
required of them than American companies. 

We acknowledge the need of foreign insti- 
itions of this character in the surplus line 








field, but they should not be given the free 
hand as is now the case. To-day these golden 
handled institutions come from Spain, Switzer- 
land, France, Russia or Turkey, and without 
a single restraint write the same business that 
our companies do which comply with the laws, 
pay taxes and innumerable fees, and have an 
agency machinery. 

No doubt Lonpvon Lioyps policies are re- 
quired to fill large lines, but Lonpon Ltoyps, 
however responsible it is, 
under some limitations in this country as 
should all other Lioyps. We advocate some 
amendment to the bill that will cover Lioyps’ 
interinsurance schemes, individual underwriters 
and similar concerns. If Congress appoints 
some bounds for Lioyps and kindred institu- 
tions it will 


should be placed 


force the States to take such 
action as will protect their citizens from 
irresponsible concerns. If a “wildcat” oper- 


ator has his felines with their nine lives driven 
from earth he will at once organize a syndi- 
cate of Lioyps and flourish just as exuber- 
antly as ever, in fact more so, because they 
can write in their home States with insignifi- 
cant or no restraints. Just at present the pub 
lic is in as great, if not greater, danger from 
bilge-water Lioyps as wildcats. 

The point that we would emphasize is that 
such laws should be enacted as would force 
every insurance institution of whatever nature 
to be vouched for by at least one responsible 
department. 


SCHOEN TRANSFERRED TO THE WE oT. 


FE. M. Schoen, special agent of the London 
and Lancashire and Orient, in Illinois, has 
been transferred to Kansas City, to assist State 
Agent J. W. Hoffman, who has Missouri and 
the Northwest. Mr. succeeds A. C. 
Gilbert, who is transferred to the Michigan 
field. Mr. Illinois, which 
are niany, will regret to lose him from that 
field. 


Schoen 


Schoen’s friends in 





NEW SURPLUS LINE COPIPANY. 

Boughan & Co., attorneys for the Associated 
and Allied Underwriters, 19 Liberty © street, 
New York, have organized the National As 
surance Corporation of Virginia, with a cash 
capital of $75,000, and surplus of $25,000, and 
will commence binding December 19. A. L. 
McCrae of Ciicago will be the western repre 
sentative. 





NEW LLOYDS I5 ORGANIZED. 

The Unity Fire Association, a new Lloyds, 
with ten underwriters, has been started at 
218 La Salle sireet, Chicago, with E. J. Sum- 
merhays & Co., attorneys. All the under- 
writers except one are located in the Exchange 
building at the Union Stock Yards. T. J. 
Quinn, formerly with the North British and 
later one of the managers of the Inland Un- 
derwriters, is the manager of the Unity. 





CHICAGO PLANS ARE SUGGESTLD. 

Two methods are suggested by some members 
of the Chicago Underwriters Association to 
keep its membership in line. One is to have an 
inspector who will have power to examine an 
agency’s books at any time. Another is the 
appointment of a secret service committee at 
intervals whose identity is to be unknown 
and who shall be on the sharp lookout for 
violations. It is a sad commentary on the 
business that any such plans seem to be needed. 





CLeveLAND.—One of the foremost local 
agents in Illinois is H. H. Cleaveland of Rock 
Island. Mr. Cleaveland’s father was a promi- 
nent insurance man, so the son has had a fine 
training. Special agents regard him as one 
of the best all-around local men in the State. 
He has a good knowledge of every risk, 
knows its construction thoroughly, its history 
and its possible future. He is of great assist- 
ance to his companies in passing on these risks, 
owing to his splendid judgment. 





TWO CHICAGO AGENCIES WILL UNITE. 


Joseph M. Wile and James I. Loeb Will Merge 
Their Offices and Will Be Joined by 
N. 8S. Gutman. 


An announcement that will be received with 
considerable interest in Chicago local circles is 
the amalgamation of the agencies of Joseph M. 
Wile and James I. Loeb, to take place January 
1. N.S. Gutman will retire from the agency 
of Nichols, Cummings & Co., 
member of the firm with Mr. Wile and Mr 
Loeb. Mr. Gutman entered the local field a 
few years ago and controls a nice line of busi 
ness, 


and become a 


Messrs. Wile and Loeb are two of the promi- 
nent and active young men on the street, have 
made a great success with their agencies and 
have a host of friends in every direction. The 
amalgamation is regarded as an excellent one 
in every particular. It will form an agency of 
strength and capacity. Mr. Wile has the Com 
mercial Union, Girard, Palatine, the State of 
Illinois and the Dubuque. Mr. Loeb has the 
Virginia Fire and Marine and the Firemens of 
New Jersey. He also has the burglary depart 
ment of the New Amsterdam Casualty and is 
Chicago manager of the New York Plate 
Glass. 





LUMBERMENS MUTUAL IN NEW HANDS 


Goes Into the Hands of the Management of 
the Federal Lloyds and Will Enlarge 
Its Scope. 


The Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany of Chicago, which has been run in con- 
junction with the Retail Lumbermens Associa- 
tion, has changed hands and gone under the 
same manageinent as the Federal Lloyds of 
Chicago. This company has been writing a 
small business on retail yards, but has had 
an honorable career and possesses a valuable 
charter. The new officers elected are as fol 
lows: V. F. Mashek, president; J. W. Em- 
bree, first vice-president; W. H. Teare, second 
vice-president; J. A. Calbick, treasurer; F. H. 
Osborn, secretary; D. O’S. Mooney, assistant 
secretary. 

The directors are as follows: V. F. Mashek, 
Pilsen Lumber Company; J. W. Embree, Rit- 
tenhouse & Embree Company; Geo. C. Wilce, 
the T. Wilce Company; Wm. Mueller, Jr., 
Wim. Mueller Company; W. O. King, W. O. 
King & Co.; Geo. W. Keehn, Marsh, Keehn 
& Co.; E. E. Hooper, secretary Lumbermen’s 
Association; W. H. Hunter, Lumberman; H. 
C. Clark, Shevlin Carpenter Company; C. -G. 
Forster, Forster Lumber Company; W. H. 
Teare, Potter, Teare & Co.; E. L. 
Fisher & Wilson Company; C. H. Prescott, 
Jr., Saginaw Bay Company; C. W. Kotcher, 
Lumberman; W. L. Martin, Martin & Boggs 
Company. 


Fisher, 


It is proposed to increase the scope of the 
company and write wholesale lumber yards as 
well as retail vards. Considerable 
will be injected into the company. 


more life 





NEW INTER-INSURANCE SCHEME. 
Manufacturers 
new 


The 


ers, a 


Reciprocal Underwrit 
’ fire institution, is to be launched 
within the next few days. 
ccmpany is 


The purpose of the 
to insure a number of large risks 
under a scheme of interinsurance. Thrashet 
Hall of St. Louis, who has had thirteen years’ 
experience 


in the insurance business, is pro 


moting the enterprise. Anson Murphy, who 
was for many years inspector for the St. Louis 
Board of Underwriters, has been engaged to 
act as inspector for the company. 


IS THIS EDSON S.? 

Ed, S. Lott received $262.25 from the Queen 
Insurance Company of New York as an ad 
justment of his loss at the late fire. Frank 
Rehling, agent.—Batesville (Ind.) Herald. 
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HEARING ON WILDCAT BILL. 


MANY PROTESTS HAVE BEEN FILED. 


Measure Has Been Amended, But Indications 
Are that It Will Have Hard Sled- 
ding to Pass. 


The committee on postoffices and post roads 
of Congress has been holding meetings to give 
hearings on the Dryden bill to debar alleged 
fraudulent insurance companies from the use 
of the mails. Several insurance men of New 
York appeared before the committee, as did 
some business men, most of them protesting 
against it. Commissioner Folk of Tennessee 
talked for the bill, but afterwards offered some 
amendments, which he thinks will make the 
bill entirely satisfactory and will guard every 
legitimate insurance interest. The opposition 
came from surplus line foreign companies and 
Lloyds, the plea being that such a law would 
drive them from the country. The bill has 
been amended to fit such cases. Further hear- 
ing has been postponed until January. 


Arg ts Are Pr ited 





The merits cf the Dryden bill were ably and 
fully presented to the congressional committee. 
The safeguards against these concerns that 
have been made by the laws of the various 
States were named to the committee, and it 
was pointed out that while nearly all the 
States have gone as far as they can in this 
line, their efforts to protect their people from 
fraud were evaded and set at naught by the 
aid of the United States mails. 

Some of the favorite methods were enumer- 
ated: An underground concern will obtain a 
charter in one State, establish an office in an- 
other, and proceed to send circulars through 
the mails to the people of the remaining States, 
claiming large amounts of assets and offering 
insurance at very low rates. Victims discover 
the imposition only when a loss occurs. Great 
caution is exercised that no policy is solicited 
or written in the State of its headquarters, for, 
being in the jurisdiction of that State, the con- 
cern would be proceeded against on criminal 
charges. 

Advertise Many Spurious Companies. 

Again, a brokerage house will establish 
headquarters in one State, claiming to repre- 
sent any number of companies, many, if not 
all of which are entirely spurious, and by the 
use of the mails advertise these companies in 
the usual glowing manner. These circulars 
will go into every State except the one in 
which it is located. 

It was shown that a large amount of busi- 
ness is done by these companies and their vic- 
tims extend from one end of the country to 
the other. The insurance commissioners de- 
clare that the only remedy lies in the denial 
of the use of the mails to these unworthy 
companies. 

Protests Against the Bill. 


Against these arguments were communica- 
tions and protests from business men and 
commercial bodies from many parts of the 
country, asserting that the proposed law would 
increase insurance rates and deprive large con- 
cerns from getting cheap insurance. One of 
the warmest protests came from the National 
Association of Manufacturers. The New York 
Board of Trade said that many of its members 
who had large lines would find it impossible 
to get from the authorized companies the 
amount of insurance needed to protect their 
properties; that the ‘gilt-edge” companies 
limit the amount of their lines and that large 
concerns are compelled either to deal with 
the unauthorized companies or procure the in- 
surance through a citizen who is authorized 
to deal with such companies. The board went 
on to say: 

Number of Bogus Companies Small. 


“The number of bogus companies, as a mat- 
ter of fact, is so small that they are not taken 





into consideration in the insurance business, 
and the actual victims of so-called wildcat in- 
surance are so few and far between, and their 
sufferings are so insignificant individually, that 
we feel that it would be impossible to arouse 
interest in this bill.” The bill was so sweep- 
ing, it was said, that while it might limit the 
operations of a few bogus companies, it would 
prevent a large number of highly reputable 
companies from delivering their policies 
through the mails. The board gave the names 
of forty-four companies classed-as reputable, 
which would be crippled by such legislation. 
Will Strengthen the ‘‘Combine.’’ 


Worst of all, the opponents of the bill said 
it would strengthen the “insurance combine,” 
enabling it to make rules and regulations 
which would increase the cost of insurance to 
the public; that this is now prevented by the 
competing outside companies. 

Advices from Washington are that the bill in 
its present form would have hard sledding, 
but that the senate committee might report it 
in a modified form. 

Amendments Are Offered. 

The first of these amendments was to strike 
out the word “concern” wherever it appeared 
in the bill and substitute “company.” The 
second was to strike out the words “and un- 
less such person, persons, or concern have 
procured from the duly authorized officer of 
such State, district or territory, a certificate 
duly issued in pursuance of such laws, duly 
authorizing such person, persons, or concern to 
operate such business,’ and imserting the 
words, “is located, to transact business therein, 
or exempt from the provisions of such laws, 
and such company, person or persons is or are 
transacting such business and issuing policies 
of insurance covering risks therein.” The ob- 
ject of this amendment was to obviate the 
necessity for obtaining a certificate before do- 
ing business in any State. 


Exceptisns Are Vade. 


The third amendment proposes to amend 
the provision requiring companies outside of 
a State to obtain a certificate before doing 
business in such State by inserting in line 
eighteen of page three, after the word “‘in- 
surance,” the following: ‘Provided, that this 
provision of this act shall not apply to any per- 
son, or company, nor to such letters, postal 
cards, circulars, pamphlets, publications, con- 
tracts or policies of any person or company 
who or which is expressly authorized to trans- 
act such business of insurance without such 
certificate of such authority issued by such 
state officers by the statutory laws of the State 
wherein such person or company shall issue 
such letters, postal cards, circulars, pamphlets, 
publications, contracts or policies, nor to any 
person or company or such letters, postal 
cards, circulars, pamphlets, publications or 
policies issued by any such person or company 
licensed by and under authority of the law of 
any State, district or territory to issue policies 
of insurance therein, nor to any contracts or 
policies of insurance which any State or ter- 
ritory may authorize any person or corporation 
therein to procure from any insurance com- 
pany or association not authorized to transact 
business therein, or to any letters, postal cards, 
circulars, pamphlets or publications relating 
thereto.” 





WELPTON GOES WITH THE NORTHERN. 

Frank S. Welpton, who has been located at 
Kansas City, adjusting losses, has been ap- 
pointed special agent of the Northern of Eng- 
land for Iowa and Nebraska. Mr. Welpton 
comes from a good insurance family, one 
brother being special agent of the Royal and 
the other special agent of the Connecticut. He 
will have his headquarters at Omaha. 








SPECIAL AGENT. 


Wanted by experienced local agent, 
position as special agent for stock Fire 
Insurance Company. Address W.M., care 

The WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO., 
164 La Salle St., Chicago. 














DETROIT LOCAL AGENTS DINE 


INTERESTING TALKS WERE PRESENTED 








Club Decides Not to Adopt the Troy System 
Excerpts from Some of the 
° ‘' Remarks. 


Detroit, Mich. Dec. 16.—(Special.)—The 
Fire Underwriters Club of Detroit held the 
first of a series of receptions and a banquet at 
the Fellowcrait Club last evening. There was 
a large attendance, and but few agencies were 
not represented. An elaborate banquet was 
served, and the following program carried out 
after the spread, with H. R. Vernor as toast- 
master: 

Program Is interesting. 

“The Relation of Agent to Company,” Lewis 
F. Margah; “Insurance From a Manager's 
Standpoint,’ Frank H. Whitney, manager 
Michigan Fire and Marine; “Insurance From 
the Inspector’s Standpoint,” E. F. Chapman, 
chief inspector Michigan bureau; “Electricity 
and Its Freaks,” William Benallack, electrical 
inspector Michigan inspection bureau; “In- 
surance From an Agent’s Standpoint,” Fred 
Guenther; “Insurance From Any Old Stand- 
point,” by W. A. Eldridge, and the meeting 
adjourned. after singing “Auld Lang Syne.” 

James V. Barry, state insurance commis- 
sioner, expected to be present and speak on 
insurance from a commissioner’s standpoint, 
but was detained at home by his wife’s illness. 

L. F. Ma*gah’s Remarks. 

Mr. Margah said: 

“The agent should bear in mind in all his 
relations to the company that the company’s 
capital makes it impossible for him to gain 
his livelihood as an agent. Without that capi- 
tal he would not be able to hold the confi 
dence of the assured concerning the indemnity 
they would receive in case of loss. Agents 
should bear in mind their responsibility in rep 
resenting such a large amount of capital.” 


Inspector Chapman Speaks. 


Mr. Chapman spoke of the new schedules 
from a scientific standpoint. While they were 
not perfect, they were the best that years of 
experience could devise, and were in all prob 
ability the best that would be devised for 
some time to come. The charges for defects, 
he thought, were as fair as any that could be 
devised at present. Two points must be taken 
into consideration; first, the rate that the com- 
pany must receive to carry the business at a 
fair profit, and what the rate the assured would 
he willing to pay. When the assured would 
be satisfied he thought would not be this side 
of the millennium. The new schedules give the 
assured an incentive to reduce his rates by 
improvements to lessen the fire hazard. 


Benallack Tells of His Work. 


Mr. Benallack made the hit of the evening, 
and his address was both amusing and instruc- 
tive. He reviewed the work of his depart- 
ment since his organization. Michigan was 
one of the pioneer bureaus in the matter of 
establishing an electrical department. Since 
its organization this department has inspected 
over 175 towns and cities in Michigan and has 
been instrumental in the rewiring of over three 
thousand buildings where. conditions were 
found similar to those causing fires in many 
other places. 

Turn Down the Troy System. 


At the regular monthly meeting, held Tues 
day afternoon, the Fire Underwriters Clu) 
unanimously voted to accept the report of the 
executive committee, advising against th 
adoption of the Troy system of collections i 
Detroit. They said that the agents woul 
not live up to the practice. It provides for 
stamping policies as void if the premium 
not paid within twenty days. 





Charles C. Reed, formerly of Clarke 
Reed, the Lloyds managers in Chicago, dic 
last Friday. 
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AS SEEN FROM GHIGAGO. 





WILL ALL BE GOOD? 

Local agents and managers are now watch- 
ing very closely the Chicago situation. ‘The 
report of the committee of fifteen to the 
executive committee of the Chicago Under- 
writers Association recommended that every- 
body get in line before the first of February, 
ind if at that time any office is not in line, a 
general charge would be made on its business 
and policies wherever found would be taken 
up. All concerned realize that Chicago con- 
ditions have reached a point where rules will 
have to be gotten or a rate war will ensue. 
Some companies, if they find rules are violated 
after February 1, will simply give notice of 
retirement from the association. Members of 
the executive committee, backed up by the 
committee of fifteen, will visit cach office, ex- 
plain the situation and secure a new pledge. 
Suspicion rests on several offices as being 
notorious in their violations and a close watch 
will be made on these agencies. Most of the 
members are now determined to bring mat- 
ters to a crisis and either have better faith or 
a rate war. Some contend that a patched 
garment will not hold very long and that 
this periodical wave of house cleaning lasts 
but a few weeks and then the same conditions 
prevail. The contingent in favor of a com- 
pany agreement holds that no reform will be 
lasting unless the companies are back of it. 
Some agencies are already getting their houses 


in order. 


++ ++ 


ALL BUT TWO COMPANIES SETTLE. 

All the companies have paid their share of 
the loss on the Standard Glass Company, at 
Chicago, except the Phenix of New York 
and the Home. This is a case where a dis- 
pute arose as to whether $9,000 in Lloyds and 
surplus liners should contribute. The assured 
and the broker placing the line claim it was 
canceled, although the policies had not been 
surrendered. Proof is said to be at hand 
showing that the surplus line representatives 
sent cancellation notices to their companies 
eight days before the fire. 

+t +e 
CRITICISE A LLOYDS’ ACTION. 

A new wrinkle has appeared in the Lloyds 
business at Chicago with the Chicago Fire 
Underwriters. It is found that agents on 
canceling policies with this concern only have 
a portion of the unearned premium returned, 
with the statement that some underwriters 
have retired and they will have to be looked 
to for their share of the return premiums. 
inasmuch as this Lloyds was supposed to have 
kept sufficient reserve to cover the unearned 
premium, the action. of the management is 
heing severely criticised. 

te ++ 
LINDSLEY TO LEAVE THE STATE. 

By mutual arrangement F. M. Lindsley will 
retire as general agent for the Insurance Com- 
pany of the State of Illinois in Cook county. 
John W. Reed, who has been connected with 
the Chicago office for a number of years, will 

as its special agent in the county. D. L. 
Evans continues as local manager. 

+e ++ 
SEA & LAKE LIKELY TO QuiT. 

There was considerable surprise this week 
hen it became known that the Sea and Lake 
Insurance Company of Chicago is likely to 
re ire from business. A meeting of stock- 


POSITION WANTED. 


’,ANTED.—A position in a fire ir surance 
agency by a party who has had seven years’ 
experience. Position preferred where agent 
co:templates selling. Can give references. 
“C..” care Toe WesteRN UNDERWRITER Co., 


Chicago or Cincinnati. 








holders has been called for January 5, to take 
action, and it is understood that reinsurance 
negotiations are under way. The agents of 
the company have been asked to discontinue 
writing business. It is stated that it is cer- 
tain that the fire branch of the company will 
be discontinued and possibly the stockholders 
will liquidate the entire company. 

The Sea and Lake was originally organized 
to do a marine business, and started its fire 
branch last year. It has been admitted to 
fourteen States and has been well placed in 
leading local agencies. It is stated that the 
losses on the fire branch have been light. 
Philip Mesny, formerly in charge of the in- 
surance department of the Hammond Packing 
Company, is manager of the fire branch. It is 
also stated that its marine business this year 
has been profitable. 

A contingent is actively engaged in a move- 
ment to retire the company, fearing the dis- 
astrous experience in lake marine and also 
anticipating financial stringency. The com- 
pany has $300,coo capital and $80,000 surplus. 
George L. McGurdy, the well-known marine 
man and head of the marine syndicate of in- 
surance companies, is the president. 

The company made a number of general 
agency contracts for different States, and 
joined the Western Union. The management 
is not at all in sympathy with the disgruntled 


stockholders. It seems another case of in- 
ternal difficulties. 
++ ++ 


POSITION OF MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 

Marshall Field & Co., the big Chicago mer- 
chants, were asked to protest against the bill 
East- 
ern telegrams urged such a step, but the House 
took no such action. Arthur Hawxhurst, who 
is in charge of Field & Co.’s insurance, stated 
that the firm was in favor of the bill, with 
possibly some few amendments. Mr. Hawx- 
hurst said that when a man sought employ- 
ment from his house, they demanded some 
satisfactory references. In like manner he be- 
lieves that every insurance company should 
be vouched for by some State. 

Mr. Hawxhurst’s opinion voices the senti- 


before Congress to suppress “wildcats.” 


ment of most of the important business houses. 
They believe that a national law should be 
enacted, requiring every company to be wnder 
jurisdiction of some insurance department, and 
it should be in its home department. Foreign 
companies could select the State which would 
act as sponsor for them. 

Mr. Hawxhurst points out one feature ¢on- 
cerning which he thinks insurance men fail to 
appreciate. His house sells goods to a retailer, 
and before they are paid for the stock may 
burn. Insurance policies may be turned over 
to Field in payment. Sometimes they are 
found to be worthless. Mr. Hawxhurst says 
that country merchants are liable to be duped 
by fraudulent concerns, and they need protec- 
tion. Many business men of the West are in 
sympathy with the attitude of Marshall Field 
& Co. 


++ ++ 


NEW PROCESSES FOR GLASS FACTORIES. 

New processes in the making of window 
glass, and the blowing of bottles will reduce 
the cost of that about half. This is 
interesting from an underwriting standpoint, 
because the independent glass fac- 
tories cannot afford to throw aside their present 
machinery and substitute the new. The royal- 
ties on the new appliances are heavy, and 
hence make the machinery expensive. The 
processes are being introduced in the “trust,” 
and larger plants. 
reduced 


work 


smaller 


It is said the fire hazard is 


The Star Fire of Louisville will be repre 
sented in New York by the Bremer, Du Four, 
Ring and Pinckney Company. 


The Union Underwriters of New York, 
consisting of the Isthmus Lloyds and New 
York Fire Lloyds, has decided to quit busi- 
ness. 





POSITION OF GOVERNING COMMITTEE. 


Attitude Toward the Memphis Exchange Is 
Explained in the Way of a Repri- 
mand to McAtee. 


It will be remembered that in the annual 
address of President McAtee, of the Kentucky 
and Tennessee board, he reflected on members 
of the governing committee of the Union, 
charging that one of the members had rep 
resented one attitude to the field men regard 
ing jurisdiction over the Memphis Exchange 
and had assumed a different attitude when 
talking with members of the Exchange. The 
Memphis Exchange is under the jurisdiction 
of the governing committee of the Union and 
the Kentucky and Tennessee Board has been 
endeavoring to get charge of it. President 
McAtee indicated in his address that the gov 
erning committee belittled the Kentucky and 
Tennessee Board in order to prejudice the 
members of the Memphis Exchange against it 
The governing committee takes the ground 
that its representative told the members of 
the Exchange that the governing committee 
would allow the Exchange to take whatever 
position it desired, but that the governing 
would not force it to go under 
the jurisdiction of the Kentucky and Tennes 
see Board. It is stated that President McAtee 
has had the position of the governing com- 
mittee explained to him in an official letter 
in the way of a slight reprimand. 


commnittee 





NATIONAL COMMITTEES 4RE APPOINTED. 

President John C. North of the National 

Association of Local Agents announces the 
following appointments for standing commit 
tees: 
Executive committee—L. W. Childrey, Vir- 
ginia, chairman; A. W. Neale, Ohio; John 
Carswell, Georgia; William Gilmour, Massa 
chusetts; J. M. Manson, Wisconsin; Jacob 
Wachenheimer, Illinois; D. H. Wheeler, Sr., 
Nebraska; Alcorn Ferguson, Arkansas; L. G 
Leonard, New York. 

Legislative committee—Emmett Rhodes, Au 
burn, N. Y., chairman; J. W. Alexander, Lou 
isiana; H. F. Duncan, Kentucky; Charles S. 
Elliott, Kansas; L. C. Tyler, Maine; William 
A. Eldridge, Michigan; Myer Cohn, District 
of Columbia; W. B. Flickenger, Pennsylvania: 
Charles P. Whitney, Illinois; Charles E. An 
derson, Maryland; J. R. Mason, Washington. 

Organization committee—Arthur W. Mills, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., chairman; R. S. Brannan, 
Colorado; W. L. Stiles, Texas; Herman Bird, 
Massachusetts; George W. Duke, Indiana: 
George D. Barrett, New Hampshire; N. H. 
Grady, Tennessee; Henry Fetzer, Wisconsin: 
Thomas Baker, Jr.. North Dakota; John G 
Smith, Alabama; A. P. Ross, Ohio; W. M. 
Rudd, Kentucky; J. M. Williams, 
Joseph A. Rogers, Minnesota. 

John C. North, president. and Frank F 
Holmes, secretary, are ex officio members of 
all standing committees. 


Georgia ; 





MYERS IS FOUND NOT GUILTY. 

The jury in the trial of Daniel Myers of 
Cleveland, Ohio, president of the defunct 
Manhattan Fire Insurance Company, returned 
a verdict of not guilty on December 11 
Myers was tried in New York on a charge of 
larceny of $30,390, the charge growing out of 
the troubles of the company. 

In the address of the counsel for the de 
fense, it was declared that Myers was inno- 
cent of any criminal intent and that W. M 
Ifahy, one of the men interested in the com 
pany and the scheme for doubling its capital 
steck, which act preceded the appointment of 
a receiver for the company, was the master 
mind and directed all of its transactions. 

Governor Nash of Ol io has been very much 
interested in this and asked for a 
transcript of the testimony on account of its 
bearing in the Hahn extradition case. It will 
Le remembered that the governor granted a 
writ of extradition in this case, which is being 
feught in the courts of Ohio, the case com- 
ing before the circuit court next month, 


case, has 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


REPORT ON THE RECENT NEWARK LOSS 








Ohio Inspection Bureau Makes Some Timely 
Comment on Large Areas and Need of 
Better Protection. 


In a special report on the fire which de- 
stroyed the three-story department store of 
the Powers-Miller Company at Newark on De- 
cember 6, the Ohio Inspection, Bureau says: 
“The fire emphasizes the hazard of large ver- 
tical openings usually found in department 
store risks not properly enclosed with fire- 
proofing.” The report further points out the 
necessity of immediate attention on the part 
of both insurance inspectors and the assured 
to the facts that a small paid fire department 
cannot depend upon volunteers to assist it in 
handling a big fire; that natural gas mains in 
buildings should have shut-offs that the fire- 
men can get at; that defects in electrical wir- 
ing existed, and, while they were not consid- 
cred serious, no advice was received that they 
had been given proper attention, although they 
had been pointed out and the assured penalized 
in the rate; and that there was lack of regular 
watch service, which should exist in risk of 
this size and nature. 





BRINGS BACK AN ALLEGED FIREBUG. 

State Fire Marshal S. D. Hollenbeck of 
Ohio brought John F. Davidson from Okla- 
West Unity, Ohio, December to. 
Davidson is one of the Williams county gang 
of incendiaries and is accused of having com- 
mitted arson in and about Bryan, Ohio, nine- 
teen years ago. He has been out of the State 
for twelve years, and since leaving has mar- 
ried, and now has a family of six, and a good 
farm, and was leading a new life. 

Davidson is reported to have made a con- 
fession and is expected to plead guilty when 
arraigned. 


homa_ to 


++ ++ 


OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 
Eina—Kenty & Baxley, Lisbon; Chas. E. 
Fisher, Wapakoneta; Gardner & Mack, Chagrin 
Falls; Le Roy Irons, Waynesville. 


Agricultural—Mrs. Blanche M. Lupton, Martin's 
Ferry. 

American Central—Chas. E. Fisher, Wapako- 
neta. 

Caledonian—C. O. Gansel & Co., Cincinnati. 

Citizens, St. Louis—James A. Holloway, Flush- 
ing: Norman B. Thorp, Sabina. 

Fire Assn.—Benj. F. Cushing, Conneaut; Wil- 
bur Hl. Brooks, Cleveland; Ray M. Lance, Fos- 
toria. 


Firemans Fund, Cal.—Edward 8. Grant, Cincin- 


nati; Trout & Anderson, Springfield. 

German-American, N. Y.—Woods & Atkinson, 
Phin City. 

Ilome, N. Y.—Mary A. Lippincott, Albert S. 
Forsch, Frank Vina, William D. Burkhart, Charles 
Kuzell, John B. Wilberding, Patrick J. Dunlany, 
Robert C. Gaenssler, Henry Goldsmith, Fred 8. 
Jones, John W. Settle and Thomas W. Larwood, 


Jr. Cleveland : 
Hlerman ©, 
bon. 
Hiome F. & M., Cal.—J. D. 
Pursell & Williams, Piqua. 
Ins. Co, of N. A.--Driver Bros., 
y, Rock Creek: Benjamin F. 
Kenty & Baxley, Lisbon; Chas. 
Falls: Wilbur Hl. Brooks, 
Campbell & Co.. Mt. Vernon: 
Swank, Quincy; Ray M. Lance, Fostoria ; 
Vogel, Wharton. 
Merchants, St. Louis-—John Field, Columbus. 
Michigan F. & M.-—Huffman & Dotson, Lima. 
North British & Mercantile—Chas. FE. Fisher, 
Wapakoneta: Le Roy Irons, Waynesville. 
Northwestern National—L. E. Lepps, Columbus ; 
(). KE. Reddeman, Cleveland. 
Norwich Union— John H. 
Campbell & Co.. Mt. Vernon. 
Royal—JIno. H. Blood, Cleveland. 
Continental—-Geo. G. Erskine, Lowellville. 


++ + 
MISS BECKER BECOMES MANAGER. 

Miss Emma C. Becker has been appointed 
Cuyahoga of the German of 
Pittsburg and National of Allegheny in place 
of Dana C. Latimer, who resigned when he 
became special agent of the Scottish Union. 
Miss Becker had been Mr. Latimer’s clerk for 
three or four years and had managed the 
office during his absence in the field. She 
came to that position after several years’ train- 


James VP. Waldorf, 
Johnson, Adelphi ; 


Worthington ; 
Kenty & Baxley, Lis 
Hinton, Cincinnati ; 
Lima; George 
Cushing, Con 
B. Mack, 
Cleveland ; 
Nelson P. 
Wm. K. 


Hlugh S 


Burris, Sabina; IL. 8. 


county manager 





ing as stenographer and clerk in the office of 
Thomas C. Parsons. There were several ap- 
plicants for the position she now holds, but the 
companies, recognizing the excellent judgment 
and high executive ability she had shown, 
gave her the appointment. The companies’ 
agents in Cleveland are much pleased. 
++ ao 
CUT-RATES AT TOLEDO. 

The Toledo branch of the Ohio Inspection 
Bureau has sent a bulletin to the subscribers 
of the bureau informing them of its belief that 
certain risks in that city are being written at 
less than advisory rates, as follows: Daniels 
estate, 504 to 506 Monroe street, and 309 to 311 
Superior street, occupied by the Schunk-Mar- 
quard Hardware Company; National Chem- 
ical Company, 1315-17 Clinton street; Ashley 
cstate and Emma Ashley, 807 to 821, 814 to 
822, 902 to 910 and g2i to 923 Jefferson street, 
and 225 to 227, 221 and 126% Michigan street, 
and A. H. Hull, 2491 to 2495 Detroit avenue. 

The advisory rates on these risks are given 
that each company may take such action as it 
deems proper. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 
A. R. Davis of 
chants of St. Louis. 


Cleveland gets the Mer- 
Hall & Harter of Akron get the Metropoli- 
tan Fire of Chicago. 
Kenty & Baxley have purchased the agency 
of W. H. Hepburn at Lisbon. 


George N. Fuhr of Alliance has opened an 
agency with the Columbiana Mutual. 


Fred Arnold, son of President Arnold, of 
the Equitable, is making a trip through the 
Ohio field with Special Agent A. N. Evans. 


Frank M. Jones, special agent of the Sun of 


England, for Ohio and West Virginia, was 
taken home from his office in Cincinnati, 


Ohio, last week, threatened with an attack of 
typhoid fever. 


John J. Herman, an agent of the Spring 
Garden at Cleveland, will be chief clerk in the 
office of his brother, W. H. Herman, as soon 
as the latter gets in his new office as Cuyahoga 
county manager. 


Pe M. Gibbs, who suffered from an attack 

f appendicitis a short time since, went to the 
Grant Hospital, Columbus, O., on the 11th, 
where he was operated upon the (following 
day. Reports are to the effect that the patient 
rallied very nicely after the operation ,and 
prospects of recovery are bright. Mrs. Gibbs 
is with her husband. 


Adjusters are at work on 
Miller Company department store loss at 
Newark. The fire occurred on December 6. 
The total loss was about $120,000, while the in- 
surance carried amounted to $80,000. This 
amount was divided among a good many of 
the stock companies, none of which suffered to 
a great extent by the loss. 


the Powers- 


Edward Venneman, the 17-year-old — boy 
who burned the Phoenix Caster Works at 
Hamilton, Ohio. last May, because he was 
teased by his fellow employes until work be 
came unendurable. pleaded guilty when ar- 
raigned December 7. He was given an in 
determinate sentence in the Mansfield re- 
‘formatory. The fire caused a loss of $8,500. 


Charles Britton was received at the Ohio 
penitentiary December 8, to serve a sentence 
ef ten years for arson committed in Mont- 
gomery county. He claims he had no other 
reason than that he wished to create some ex- 
citement. This is Britton’s third term, and 
h: id he not been discovered just at the time, it 
is probable some of the inmates of the house 
would have been cremated. 


The jury disagreed in the case of the Ger- 
man Insurance Company against the a 
Electric Light Company, which was tried i 


Company Wanted. 


WANTED--IN PORTSMOUTH, OHIO--A 
non-union fire company to write a nice 
line of preferred risks and some outside 
business, Address BOX 333, 

Portsmouth, Ohio, 








the common pleas court of Franklin county, 
Ohio. The suit was to recover $4.956 dam 
ages, W hich it is alleged were caused by a fire 
in the store of the Shrum Millinery Company, 
due to defective electric wiring. The jury an- 
nounced its disagreement on the 12th, after 
consulting about twenty-four hours. 





NOTORIOUS NEST OF WILDCAT BREED. 





Choice Aggregation of Specimens Are Found 
in Connection with the Wisconsin Insur- 
ance Agency Company. 


The Wisconsin Insurance Agency Company, 
which handles some wildcat concerns, seems to 
have a number of unpaid losses, if reports 
can be believed that reach THe WESTERN 
Unrerwriter from different parts of the coun- 
try. This concern is located at Chicago, and 
it is stated it is fathered by the notorious “Dea 
con” W. A. Lowell, of wildcat fame. It han- 
dles the Union Lloyds, United Fire Under- 
writers, Peoples Insurance Company, and Na 
tional Investment and Insurance Company. 
Some of the underwriters of the Lloyds are 
located at Kenosha, Wis. Suit has been filed 
at Kenosha for loss by fire on a boat, the 
“Middy,” which was written in the United 
Fire Underwriters. Report has it that there arc 
over fifty suits pending against this agency 
company and the different concerns it repre 
sents for unpaid losses. 

An attachment to this concern seems to be 
run by E. M. Greene & Co., consisting of the 
Commercial Unien Underwriters, Equitable 
Fire and Marine Underwriters, Mutua! Under- 
writers of Chicago, Prudential Fire & Marine 
Underwriters. All this sublime aggregation 
offices with the foul-smelling institutions of 
the Wisconsin Insurance Agency Company 
in the Rialto building, Chicago. The United 
Fire Underwriters does an industrial fire busi- 
ness on the weekly payment plan. 





ASK A RESTRAINING ORDER. 

The Western, British America and Canada 
Life Assurance companies filed suits, Decem- 
ber 11, in the United States courts, at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, to restrain L. Ewing Jones, auditor, 
and W. J. Bowland, treasurer, of Franklin 
county, Ohio, from collecting taxes on bonds 
deposited with the state treasurer in accord 
ance with the laws of Ohio. The amount of 
the taxes and penalties assessed is $4,275 in 
each case. Each petition recites that the com- 
pany withdrew its bonds on deposit in April, 
igo2, and that taxes are now demanded on 
these bonds. It is also claimed that these 
bonds are not now, and were not when de- 
posited, subject to taxation, and also that thev 
are not now within the bounds of the State. 





DECLINES TO HAVE DAILIES STAMPED. 

At the monthly meeting of the Unde 
writers Association of New York State i! 
was reported by the executive committee that 
the Home Insurance Company had declined to 
have its farm property risks stamped by th: 
Syracuse office of the association, although th: 
association had offered to send a man to thi 
Home's farm office for the purpose. A resolu 
tion was thereupon adopted which recites tha 
the welfare of the association depends upo 
the adherence of the members to the rule abo: 
stamping, and that companies not now comp); 
ing with it be notified to do so. In the eve 
of their failing to obey the rule within thirt 
days they are to be deemed to have forfeited 
their membership in the association. In view 
of the Home’s antipathy to the stamping s) 
tem, the resolution raises an important issue 
Journal of Commerce. 





Witkowsky and Affeld have been appoint 
Chicago agents of the Star Fire of Louisvi 
j. A. Mavon, who was with the loss dep: 
ment of the Continental, will be Cook cou 


special agent of the Star, 
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LANSING [IANUFACTURERS IN ERROR. 


Base Their Arguments for Lower Rates on 
Wrong Premises and Ignorance of 
the Principles. 





The Manufacturers Club of Lansing believes 
that property cwners of that city are much 
abused by the insurance companies, and hence 
its members are talking of organizing a mutual 
company to secure lower rates. One member 
of the club complained to the insurance com- 
missioner that the Michigan inspection 
bureau was an illegal organization, and the 
club inquired whether the department of in- 
surance could not require the companies to 
lower the rates. Commissioner Barry replied 
that he more power to say at what 
rates the companies should take a risk than 
he had to tell them at what price manufac- 
turers should sell their goods. 

The club that the manufacturers of 
Lansing have paid insurance companies $88,- 
856.15 in the past five years, and the com- 
panies have paid the Lansing factory owners 
in the same period only $13,134.70 in losses, 
holding, therefore, that the companies have a 
ret profit in Lansing of $75,711.48. 

The position taken by the Manufacturers 
Club of Lansing is amusing from the stand- 
point of an insurance man. The members 
seemingly cannot see that the whole system of 
fire insurance is hkgsed on a law of averages 
and that a single town cannot be singled out 
because that town has been particularly fortu- 
nate in the matter of fire losses, and the rates 
in that town or city reduced accordingly. 

If the Manufacturers Club would look into 
he matter of rates, from the schedule rating 
system, it would see the reason for each rate 
Each town in the city and country is classed 
according to the efficiency of its water works 
and fire department. Lansing ranks as a city 
of the fourth class, and is given full credit 
for its fire protection. Each has its 
hasis rate for manufacturing plants of various 
kinds, brick and frame mercantile buildings 
and other property. This basis rate is the 
rate that would be charged were the risk a 
perfect one of its class. To this are added 
charges for any defects that increase the fire 
hazard. Then, too, the Manufacturers Club 
loses sight of the fact because Lansing has 
been fortunate in the past five years it is no 
sign that it will never have a big fire, also that 
the difference between the amount paid in 
losses and the receipts in premiums is not 
ll profit to the companies. When are de- 
ducted the operating expenses of the com- 
panies, about 4o per cent of the gross 
premiums received from the total premiums 
received in Lansing, it would show the net 
profits to the companies in Lansing from the 
factories to be $40,178.99, according to their 
figures, instead of $75,711.45, which the manu 
facturers Club allege. 


had no 


Says 


class 


VISITS HIS NEW FIELD. 


\. C. Gilbert of Kansas City, who was 
transferred to Michigan to become _ special 
gent of the London and Lancashire and 


Orient, in that State, was introduced to his 
ew field this week by the present special 
ent, A. C. Heltzell, who goes to the moun- 
in field for the Northern of England. Mr. 
ulbert is a good field man and left a very 
yorable impression. 

at ++ 
BAY CITIES CLUB ELECTS OFFICERS. 

The Bay Cities Underwriters Club held its 
unual banquet and election of officers Tues- 
ay evening, at the home of Ed. Van Tuyl, on 
North Catharine street. The decorations were 
erns, palms and potted plants, and the tables 
ere set in a hollow square. H. S. Lewis 





acted as toastmaster, and the following re 
sponded: Van Tuyl, Birchard, Knaggs, Har- 
ris, Ames, B. E. Warren and Miss French. 
After the program of toasts officers were 
elected for the ensuing year as_ follows: 
President, G. W. Ames; vice-president, A. G. 
Plum; secretary, E. Van Tuyl; treasurer, A. 
E. R. Bush. On motion, it was decided to 
invite the Michigan State Association of Fire 
Insurance Agents to hold its next meeting in 
Bay City. 
++ +t 


MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


American, Mass.—Jacob Steketee, 
ids; W. H. Tinkham, Grand Rapids. 

American, Pa.—J. L. Hackett, East Jordan; 
Garrod & Post, Holland. . 

Buffalo German—Jacob Steketee, Grand Rapids. 

Citizens, Mo.—Hugh McLaughlin, Iron Moun- 
tain. 

Greenwich—J. J. McCormick, Monroe. 

Germania—-W. H. Howard, Lake Odessa. 

German-American—J. L. Archer, Derby; Jos. 
Deal, Hooper: Belles Bros., Orion: C. A. Mitchell, 
Palmyra; R. 8. Oleott & Son, Perry; J. R. Taylor, 
Romulus; C, A. Lahser, Sand Hill; Ralph Wilcox, 
Utica: E. W. Pickett, Wayland; W. A. Meier & 
Co.. Whittaker. 
_ Law Union & Crown 
inaw. 

Vheenix Assurance—I. B. 

Thuringia 
Ilastings. 

Union 
inaw. 


Grand Rap- 


Ferguson & Wallace, Sag- 


McLean, Boyne City. 
C. H. Hutton, Flint; J. E. MelIlwain, 


Assurance—Ferguson & Wallace, Sag 


++ ++ 
RATE TROUBLES AT QUINGY. 
Considerable trouble has been reported from 
Quincy, Mich. Some of the local agents have 
not been observing rates in the town and it 
is stated that the Hartford has given instruc- 
lions to its agent to protect his business, Some 
of the other special agents believe that rates 
can be maintained without any trouble, and 
are urging their companies to uphold the rates 
and reject risks written at a deep cut. 
++ +t 
DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AT NEGAUNEE. 
Negaunee has one or two tenantless old 
rookeries in the business district, already the 
scene of numerous 


small blazes, which are 
veritable fire traps and a constant menace to 
surrounding property. In the rear of more 
than one place along Iron street there are 
stables or sheds filled with hay or other com- 
bustible material, thus increasing the risk. 
The city has an ordinance which defines the 
fire limits and the duties of fire wardens, and 


the necessity of more stringent preventive 
measures is being urged. 
+e ++ 


HOUGHTON IS BEING RERATED. 

Deputy Inspector Hall of Negaunee and an 
assistant are in Houghton for the purpose of 
rerating the town, and it is expected that the 
result will be lower rates on some property 
and higher on others. These rates will be 
considerably reduced when the proposed im- 
provements to the water system are made next 
summer. ‘The insurance companies have lost 
heavily in Houghton during the past few 
years and after the big fire last winter seven 
or eight of them gave up their agencies there. 

++ ++ 
SITUATION AT MT. CLEMENS. 

The outlook at Mt. Clemens is better now 
than it has been for several years. At the 
last meeting of the local board two of the 
outside agents were admitted to membership 
so that there are now only two small agencies 
not observing board rules. There has always 
been some complaint of bad practices at Mt 
Clemens, and the poaching of Detroit agents 
has caused trouble, but it is not believed that 
any serious violations exist at present. <A 
committee of special agents has been asked 
te examine the books of the board members 
and report any irregularities. Some of the 
non-union agencies say they will not consent 
to this unless the non-union companies are 
represented on the committee. They claim 
that they have no cut rates on their records, 
but they want a non-partisan committee. They 


are afraid that an exclusively union commit 


tee might gather information that would be 
used in a raid on their business. 

An examination such as is proposed will 
not reveal the irregularities that are most 


common. It is said that what rate-cutting is 
done is concealed by means of rebates, which 
are allowed by the companies. An agent re- 
cently uncovered such a case, and it is said 
that what rate-cutting is 
by that subterfuge. 

There is some dissatisfaction felt with the 
new rates under the schedules, and it is 
claimed that the results in many cases are in 
consistent. Risks that are apparently alike 
are rated differently, and others that seem 
radically different take the same rate. It is 
also asserted that property-owners cannot se 
cure copies of the rate charges on their risks, 
although the inspection bureau claims they 
are furnished whenever requestéd. 


done is concealed 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 

The agency of the German Fire at Lake 
Odessa has been transferred from G. A. Weed 
to W. H. Howard. 

In a recent issue it was stated that Ainger, 
Swales & Preston had secured the Scottish 
Union and National at Detroit. It seems it 
was the Scottish National of Chicago. 


The village of Nashville has extended its 
waterworks in East Sherman street, putting 
in another hydrant, which gives protection to 
the stave mill and to the Lentz table factory. 

The fire tug maintained by Menominee and 
Marinette lumber companies has gone out of 
commission until spring. The tug more than 
paid the season’s expenses by her work at the 
Bay Shore fire alone. 

Four blocks have been added to the fire limits 
at Battle Creek, including territory north of 
the creek, the Michigan Central buildings, the 
new library and the plant of the American 
Steam Pump Company. 


Baldwin is promised thorough fire protec 
tion, with street mains, hydrants, and the like, 
at once by the Pere Marquette Railroad Com 
pany. The course of the water mains has been 
laid out, and the work has begun on a large 
water tank. 


Saugatuck carried the waterworks proposi 
tion by a large majority and the village will 
spend $10,000 on the plant. The village was 
aroused from its apathy on the waterworks 
question through the recent fire, so that only 
nine persons objected to the bond issue. 


The James T. Healy agency at Houghton 
introduced a novelty in the distribution of cal 
endars this year. Every child calling at the 
office for a calendar was also presented with a 
stick ‘of candy, an old-fashioned “all-day 
sucker.” It is needless to say that the experi 
ment drew like a porous plaster. 


The State Patrons Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company held its annual meeting at Lansing 
December 9, the reports showing a prosperous 
year. The amount at risk now exceeds $2, 
300,000. It was decided to recommend to the 
grange the formation of a patrons’ mutual hail 
and wind storm insurance company 


The common council of Ypsilanti has vote] 
to appoint an extra fireman at once, it having 
heen found that there were only two men on 
duty “at the most dangerous time of the day, 
during the morning when the housewives wer 
preparing breakfast on gasoline stoves and in 
the evening, when they were getting supper.” 











“Please enter us for 10,000 black and 
gold gummed policy labels. similar to the 
inclosed sample. Our supply man was 
solicited some time ago by a tirm whose 
prices were slightly below yours and 
we placed an order with them. The 
gold bronze turned dull and they proved 
a very unsatisfactory lot. You were 
recommended to us by a large New York 
agency, whose stickers always struck us 
as being bright and neat Inquiry de 
veloped that you made the labels.” 
(Name furnished upon application.) 
THE WESTERN UNLERWRITER COMPANY, 

Cincinnati-Chicago. 
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FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 








INTERESTING CASB AT MILWAUKEP. 





Policy Placed by Brokers Brings Up Question 
as to Their Status in the Con- 
troversy. 


A rather complicated case arose at Milwau- 
kee last week, over the effort to cancel a 
policy of $5,0co in the Home, written on a 
stove works by the Durand agency. When 
notice of cancellation was served, with the 
demand for the return premium, the assured 
stated that the policy had been placed through 
Schley & Seuerwald. This firm owed the stove 
works, and the premium was, therefore, cred- 
ited to their account. The firm had secured 
the policy of the Home from the Durand 
agency, and, therefore, placed it as brokers. 

‘The question arose as to the status of the 
firm. The courts seem to have held that in- 
asmuch as brokers receive compensation from 
the cormanies, they are agents of the com- 
panies. The zssured refused to give up the 
policy. The Durand agency, therefore, sent 
the cancellation notice with an offer of the 
return premium in cash, which was accepted. 
‘The firm of Schley & Seuerwald was formerly 
a member of the Milwaukee board, and has 
not drawn down the $100 deposit. An at- 
tachment was made on this deposit for the 
amount of the return premium. 





ELECTRICAL CONDITIONS A” EAU CLAIRE. 

Electrical inspectors who have visited Eau 
Claire claim that an ordinance which is aimed 
to improve electrical conditions in that town 
has been prepared, and it will be urged for 
passage by the city council. Defective wiring 
in the town is being improved slowly. As 
soon as the matter of contract between the 
lighting company and the city is decided it is 
thought more progress can be made in secur- 
ing improvements. 

++ ++ 
TAKES THE WISCONSIN FIELD. 

J. F. Donica, a local agent at Bedford, Ind., 
has been appointed special agent of the Con- 
tinental in Wisconsin to assist State Agent 
Gray. 

++ +t 
WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Htna—Geo. H. Seely, Menomonie. 

Citizens, Mo.—Nellie G. Todd, Chippewa Falls. 

Continental—Nellie G. Todd, Chippewa Falls; 
Conrad Schmitt, Musecoda; N. O. Peterson, Sol- 
dier’s Groye; J. F. Beardsley, Lone Rock. 

Fire Assn.—Charles Churchill, Waupaca; Ole 
Lund, Bloomer. 

Germania—William H. Ellis, Platteville. 

German-American-—D. L. James, Van Dyne. 

Ilome, N. Y.—Alvin Dreyer, Mayville; Benjamin 
M. Johnson, Orfordville. 


Ins. Co. of State of Ill.—Freeman G. Gilkey, 
Grand Rapids. 
Ins. Co. of North America—-Frank Leake, Ma- 


rion; George Dedrick Sprain, West Salem; Robert 
G. Gibson, Clintonville; Ole Lund, Bloomer ; 
George T. Vorland, Colfax; Ryland Southworth, 
Mondovi; Anton Senty, Independence; Charles 
Churchill, Waupaca. 

Lafayette—Walter E. Warren, Ellsworth; Henry 
EK. Fitch, Nekoosa. 

Liverpool & London & Globe—John Eeb, Colum- 
bia: Elmer D. Morse, Princeton. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—T. J. Snodgrass, 
Falls; George C. Mansfield, Sharon. 
“— Hampshire—Freman G. Gilkey, Grand Rap- 
(1s. 

Northwestern National——-George Barnum. Juda. 

Merchants & Bankers Mutual, Wis.—C. I’feiffer, 
Viymouth; Henry Opgenorth, West Bend. 


++ ++ 


River 


REDUCED RECEIPTS IN SUPER.OR. 

Agents at Superior complain of considerable 
decrease in premium receipts this year. Re- 
turns to the compact office show a reduction 
of $15,000 during the first six months. The 
lumber trade is diverted from the city, and 
many of the flour mills have gone to the mu 
tuals. 

The agents are putting up a hard fight 
against the Great Northern Railroad issuing 
insurance certificates to its customers. In 
order to attract trade to its fireproof .ware- 





house it guarantees customers against fire 
loss for an extra charge of 50 cents per $1,000. 
The company carries no insurance itself. The 
agents secured an adverse ruling from the in- 
surance department, but the railroad now 
threatens to make a flat charge for storage, 
perhaps a slight increase over the present sum, 
and furnish insurance free. If this is done, 
the locals will contest the action. 
at ++ 
NOT CLASSIFIED AS SPRINKLED RISKS. 

It will be remembered that the Holway 
sawmill at La Crosse, which burned several 
days ago, had a one-horse sprinkler equipment. 
It was not’ classified as a sprinkled risk by the 
companies. The system, such as it was, seemed 
to be in good condition at the time of the fire. 
Some if not all the heads opened, but just at 
what juncture-no one can tell. When the fire 
department arrived it had gained too much 
headway to note the sprinkler operations, but 
later on water was seen coming from the 
heads. The watchman was at the planing-mill 
at the time of the fire. When he returned the 
interior was all ablaze. 

ae ++ 
SCHOOL FOR SPECIAL AGENTS. 

The local agency of H. B. Hobbins at Mad- 
ison has proved quite a training school for 
field men. The agency writes about one- 
third of the fire premiums at Madison and a 
considerable amount of outside business, so 
that it affords a good opportunity to learn all 
the details of fire underwriting. J. N. Hob- 
bins, special agent of the Westchester, R. BE. 
Bird, assistant state agent fcr the Néw York 
Underwriters, and J. R. Hobbins, recently ap- 
pointed assistant special agent for the Ameri- 
can and Security, graduated from the office 
in the last. few years. 

++ +e 
AFTER THE IMPERIAL OF CHICAGO. 

Insurance Commissioner Host is investigat- 
ing the placing of a policy on a tobacco ware- 
house at Stoughton in the Imperial of Chi- 
cago. The warehouse burned and the assured 
has been unable to communicate with the com- 
pany in regard to the loss. It is charged that 
the policy was placed by a Beloit man named 
Van Aiken, who is said to represent many 
city and village mutuals. 

Van Aiken has been causing considerable 
trouble for the agents in Beloit, Janesville and 
surrounding towns. He has organized three 
mutuals, two of which, it is alleged, quickly 
got rid of him, but he still seems able to cut 
some figure. It is claimed that insurers have 
no confidence in him, but use him as a club to 
secure lower rates from stock companies. 

+4 ++ 
WATCHING THE SAWMILL BUSINESS. 

Special agents are watching very carefully 
the sawmill and lumber business in Wiscon- 
sin, especially mills where there is only a 
few years’ cut ahead. It is stated that the 
sawmill interests at Ashland are on the de- 
cline, as well as those in some other parts of the 
State. In the unexplored regions new mills 
are being erected, which have fine prospects. 

+4 ++ 
SOME EV LS AT MADISON. 

Madison is a thriving business town and 
insurance affairs there are in pretty good 
shape. About half a dozen agencies control 
most of the premiums, although there are 
over twenty writing business. The leading 
agents are intelligent underwriters and give 
all their time to the insurance business. 

Rebating is rather prevalent, and cuts into 
profits to a Most of 
this is charged up to the nonunion element, 
probably because the union agencies cannot 
throw off enough to get the business. One 


considerable extent. 


union agent stated that on a certain line he 
offered to rebate his whole commission and 





$1 besides, but the assured claimed he had a 
better offer. 

Another evil is the practice of “trading: 
out” premiums. Some agents say they do not 
try to renew their policies on stocks, as their’ 
is “nothing in it” when they have to take 
their pay in trade. 

++ ++ 
NEW MUTUAL COMPANIES. 

The following city and village mutual com- 
panies have been organized in Wisconsin since 
the first of the year: City of Jefferson Mu- 
tual, Jefferson; Rice Lake Mutual, Rice Lake. 
The following town mutuals have been organ- 
ized: Farmers Town Mutual of Boaz, Poy- 
nette Mutual and the Stark Mutual. 

++ +e 
LUMBER LINE AT WAUKESHA. 

Waukesha agents are planning to recapture 
the line on the Wilbur Lumber Company, 
which is now written in stock companies by 
Milwaukee agents. It is claimed that the rate 
paid is lower than that established by the 
Waukesha local board, and that companies 
that refused it at the board rate are now car- 
rying it for less. 

++ rt 
CAUSES TROUBLE AT RICE LAKE. 

Local agents in Rice Lake are considerably 
perturbed over the operations of the Rice Lake 
Mutual, which is said to be cutting rates in 
half. The locals want to meet the compe- 
tition, but the field men are opposed to allow- 
ing any leeway. Rice Lakeris a frame town, 
which would hardly entitle it to much con- 
sideration. 

++ +t 
WHITEWATER AGENT’S GOOD RECORD. 

J. H. Page of Whitewater has a pretty good 
loss record in his agency. He has represented 
the Glens Falls for thirty years and two other 
companies nearly as long, and the only loss he 
ever had amounted to $100. He does a small 
business, but except for the one loss his pre- 
miums have been all “velvet.” A curious 
fact connected with it is that only three fires 
have ever occurred in property insured by 
him, and in all cases the fire burned itself 
cut before it was discovered. In two cases 
the damage was so slight that no claim was 
made. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


The Federal Fire of New Jersey has been 
admitted to Wisconsin. F, E. Shaw, 45 Wil- 
liam street, New York, is general agent. 


Commissioner Host of Wisconsin rules that 
city and village mutuals cannot issue a policy 
for more than $1,500 on building and contents. 
It has been the custom to issue $1,500 on each. 








SOLICITOR’S MEMORANDUMS. 


Our Solicitor's Memorandum, Form 510, 
is a convenient sized book, containing 
sheets relating to that data on a risk 
which is essential for preserving and to 
which a solicitor or broker should attach 
his signature, thereby avoiding the evil 
consequences resulting from verbal in- 
formation. Each sheet ruled for diagram 
of exposures, also perforated for detach- 
ing from stub. Sample sheets on requést. 
Price, per book, 25 cents. 

Tue WESTERN UNDERWRITER CoMPANY, 
413 Vine Street, 164 La Salle Street. 
Cincinnati. Chicago. 











A ten-year expiration register, holding 
300. expirations per menth. Strongly 
constructed. Heavy ledger stock. Ex. 
press prepaid, $2.25. Sample page on 
request. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 


Cincinnati-Chicago. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


PECULIAR CLAIM FROM EB. ST. LOUIS. 











New Process Steel Company Files Proofs on 
Building Which Companies Claim Poli- 
cies Did Not Cover. 





A question has arisen as to the loss in the 
recent fire of the New Process Steel Company 
at East St. Louis. Policies were written on 
this plant and afterward a frame building was 
constructed fifty feet away from the main plant. 
Inspector Zant was asked to look over the 
plans and prescribe the space that must be 
between the two buildings in order that the 
rate would not be affected. It seems the 
companies were not notified of the new build- 
ing. It burned down and the company is now 
demanding payment from the insurance com- 
panies on the ground that a sidewalk com- 
municated between the two buildings, and 
hence the policies covered, as the form says 
that the main building and all communicating 
buildings are covered. Another argument is 
that T. L. Fekete, the local agent, who wrote 
most of the insurance, is a stockholder in the 
concern, and evidently knew the building was 
being erected, and that should be sufficient 
notice. 





SAY REBATING IS PRACTICED. 

Notwithstanding the appointment of a stamp- 
ing secretary at Champaign, local agents still 
complain that the rules are being violated, the 
charge being that rebates are offered. Some 
of the agents claim to have lost lines since 
the stamping secretary was established, which 
leads them to believe that the assured is get- 
ting some benefit, or they could have held the 
lines. 

ee +t 
MUCH WORK IN REVISIONS. 

Now that the schedules have been applied 
in several found that it 
requires the services of two of the raters to 
make revisions and handle the correspondence. 
As soon as rates are promulgated, agents at 
once begin to see what improvements can be 
made to secure a reduction. This makes extra 
work for the raters, as they have to satisfy 
themselves that improvements have been made 
and the reduction therefore is in order. 

ae ++ 
WILL NOT APPOINT A SUCCESSOR. 

The Liverpool and London and Globe will 
not appoint a special agent in Illinois to suc- 
ceed Frank M, Bishop of Quincy. Mr. Bishop 
has been doing special work for the company 
in putting down agencies in the smaller towns. 
He was only employed for a limited time. 
Now that these agencies have been established, 
it is found that State Agent Hubble can handle 


ffairs without an assistant. 
++ + 


Illinois towns, it is 


SOME COMPLAINT OF CUT RATES. 

At Mt. Vernon there is considerable com- 
plaint of rate-cutting by agents of nonunion 
companies. James L. Pollock opened up an 
gency a few weeks ago and has the com- 
inies of Frank Suddoth, who discontinued 
riting. Pollock was an agent eight or nine 
vears ago. The car factory in Mt. Vernon 


has its insurance placed through St. Louis. 
++ +H 


BANQUET FOR M. P. VORE. 
The banquet last week, tendered by several 
ilinois field men to M. P. Vore, assistant 
inager of the Manchester, and president of 
e Illinois State Board, was very enjoyable 
was held at the Chicago Athletic Club, with 
J. Johnson, of the Niagara, as toastmaster 
d spiritual adviser. Those present were: 


C. Mink, W. L. Bennett, C. F. Persch, F. T. 
ise, H. B. 


Fargo, J. J. Johnson, C. L. 





French, R. M. Bennett, H. F. Espenscheid, F. 
A. Meinel, E. G. Carlisle, J. W. Hubble, W. A. 
Cavanaugh, F. C. Haselton, M. P. Vore, B. B. 
Dow, L. S. MacEnaney, C. G. Meeker, H. J. 
Bastert, H. N. Kelsey, J. George Stauffer, G. 
A. Richards, F. B. Luce. 
++ ++ 
ILLINOIS FIELD CLUB MEETS. 

The Illinois Field- Club held its semi-annual 
meeting this week, going over rate conditions 
in the State in which co-operation with the 
State Board is being had. ‘The proposed credit 
for use of coinsurance on potteries was made, 
allowing 10 per cent for the 80 per cent clause. 
The matter of making a special charge where 
subrogation rights are waived was brought up, 
most of the members holding that this was a 
subject for the companies to take up, and not 
the field men. It was stated that the Illinois 
State Board had published rates on railway 
elevators, with a special charge for the waiver 
of subrogation, but without noting the fact 
on the report. It was held that the companies 
that require the extra rate thereby lose their 
subrogation rights. 





REYBURN BECOIIES THE STATE AGENT 


Will Go With the Manchester to Succeed Mil- 
ton P. Vore—Has Been with New 
York Underwriters. 


W. S. Reyburn has been appointed Illimeis 
state agent of the Manchester, to succeed Mil- 
ton P. Vore, who-becomes assistant manager. 
Mr. Reyburn has an interest in the Roswell 
Bills & Co. agency at Peoria, and until recently 
traveled for the New York Underwriters in 
the State. He has done splendid work in the 
field. 





CASE TAKEN UNDER ADVISEMENT. 

The arguments in the anti-compact case at 
Belleville, in which the attorney-general is 
seeking to enjoin fire insurance companies 
from maintaining a compact office, on the 
ground that they are violating the anti-trust 
law, were closed and Judge Burroughs has 
taken the case under advisement. The at- 
torney-general claims that the combination 
has raised rates from 15 to 25 per cent and 
that it stifles competition. The companies 
claim that the compact arrangement facilitates 
trade and keeps out wildcat companies. 

++ ++ 
COMPLAINT FROM WATSEKA. 

Some of the local agents at Watseka are 
making con.plaints of rate-cutting to 
companies. 


their 
The matter will be investigated. 
++ ++ 
SITUATION AT QUINCY. 

A committee will be appointed to investigate 
conditions at Quincy. F. M. Bishop does not 
desire to report through the stamping office 
on account of deviations which he charges 
against one of his competitors. Some field 
men predict a rate war unless everyone gets 
in line. 

++ ++ 
COMMITTEE TO GO TO VANDALIA. 

Owing to complaints from Vandalia that the 
Continental plucked a few nice plums. there, 
the agents are feverish, which promises to un- 
settle conditions. A committee of field men 
is slated to go there soon. 

et ++ 
CUT-RATES MET AT YORKVILLE. 

Owing to the alleged cut rates of the North- 
western National at Yorkville, other companies 
seem to be meeting the rates to hold their 
business. 

++ ++ 
STILL TROUBLE AT CHARLESTON. 

Miss Wagner is still securing business at 
Charleston at cut rates with the Milwaukee 
Fire. In fact, the company is said to be 








backing her for the reason that its former 
agent is claimed to have stripped its books 
of all business without just cause. It was 
stated that Miss Wagner was to travel for 
the Travelers Company, but it 
She 


Insurance 
seems this is a mistake. 
her present course. 
+ anal 
MERRILL GOES IN THE FIELD. 
Edward Merrill of Merrill & Johnson, local 
agents of 


will continue 


Belvidere, has been appointed spe 
of the Milwaukee Mechanics to as 
Mr. Merrill was 

agency for a 


cial agent 
sist State 


connected 


Agente Kessberger. 
with the Kennedy 
number of years. 
aa + 
DISTURBANCE FEARED AT LINCOLN. 
There is a threat of trouble just now at 
Lincoln, owing to the methods of one of the 
Lincoln is wholly a 
preferred and mercantile town and the insur 
ance business is split up among innumerable 


local agencies. almost 


It is claimed that one of these 
agencies has recently come out openly as a 
rate-cutter, making a door-to-door canvass in 
the business section at cut rates. The firm 
has ceased sending its daily reports through 
the stamping office and the other agents have 
been agitating for permission to protect their 
business. So far no companies have thrown 
down the bars, but the agents have informally 
resolved to take up all cut-rate policies of the 
offending firm. The agency complained of is 
that of Perkins & Wakeman, representing the 
Germania, Milwaukee, Girard and Northwest 
ern National. Some complaint is also made 
against Joseph A. ‘Tabke, representing the 
German of Peoria, and Dauken & Houser, 
representing the A&tna and the Continental 
Fire of Chicago. 


small agencies. 


ILLINOIS NOTES. 
E. M. Hudgins secures the Security of New 
Haven at Thompsonville. 
The Milwaukee Fire has retired from the 
Theo. Mueller agency at Peoria. 
Fire Insurance Company of 
N. J., has been admitted to 


The Eastern 
Atlantic City, 
Illinois. 

The new glucose plant is being constructed 


at Granite City, and the local agents are plac 
ing the builders’ insurance. 


W. H. Golden of Minonk succeeds to the 
agency of his sister, the late Nellie T. Golden. 
The Springfield and Phoenix of Hartford have 
gone to S. C. Kipp. 


A committee from the Illinois State Board 
visited Walnut last week and succeeded in get- 
ting all the agents to sign the agreement and 
adopt the new rates. 


HAZARD OF SCHOOLHOUSES. 


W. H. Fulton, state agent of the Firemans 
Fund for Indiana, in a report to the Indiana 
Association of Underwriters on the subject of 
“Schoolhouse Hazards,” says: 

“Many schoolhouses are fitted with stage 
scenery. The schoolhouse is practically the 
town opera house and presents a hazard that 
should add 50 cents to $1 to the basis rate. 

“Furnaces set within six inches of the floor 
joists, wood floors too near furnace doors, 
basements ill kept, laboratory equal to the 
hazard of an ordinary drug store, with the 
additional hazard of careless handling of 
chemicals by pupils, ducts for ventilation 
which carry the fire through every part of the 
building, flues too small for the fires.” 

These, with the hazard of burning paper 
alighting on the roof, the hazard of the dis- 
gruntled boy who wants a longer vacation, 
and the hazard of the good citizen who wants 
the schoolhouse removed to his end of the 
district, make the schoolhouse rate much 
higher than an ignorance of those peculiar 
hazards would lead people to believe—Fire 
mans Fund Record. 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN. INDIANA. 


INDIANA LEAGUE ELECTS OFFICIALS 


Fred S. Penfield of the Germania Is Chosen 
President Meeting Closes with a Very 
Enjoyable Banquet. 


lhe annual meeting of the Indiana League 
of Underwriters was held in the Claypool 
Hlotel, Indianapolis, Monday afternoon. 
\mong those present were: F. W. Alexander, 
Indianapolis, Agricultural; J. W. Coleman, 
Warsaw, Ohio Farmers; L. T. Creamer, Day- 
ton, Ohio, Teutonia; A. J. Dillon, Rochester, 
Continental; J. R. Engle, Winchester, Milwau- 
kee Mechanics; C. F. Engle, Indianapolis, Ger- 
man: A. B. Hahn, Richmond, Continental ; 
George O, Hoadley, Indianapolis, American, 
N. J.; Fred S. Penfield, Indianapolis, Ger- 
mania, New York; Daniel R. Rudy, Indianap- 
olis, German of Freeport; Charles L. Rudy, 
Indianapolis, German of Freeport; George E. 
Redfield, Chicago, Farmers; George H. Rehm, 
Indianapolis; J. W. Williams, Indianapolis, 
Prussian National; L. Eugene Coleman, War- 
caw, Ohio Farmers; R. L. Parsons, Chicago, 
New Hampshire; F. L. Weaver, Detroit, Alle- 
mannia: Major M. L. C. Funkhouser, Chicago, 
German of Pittsburg; J. C. Campbell, Ohio, 
German of Indiana. 

H. A. Morgan of Upper Alton, Ill, a patri- 
arch in fire insurance, was the guest of honor. 
He is recognized by the league as the father 
of the Indiana mercantile schedule, having been 
the first to present it. He was a charter mem- 
ber of the league. As a resident of another 
State, he is now an honorary member of the 
organization. The league gave him a _ very 
warm welcome. 

The following are the new officers: 

President—Fred, S. Penfield. 

First Vice-President—A. J. Dillon. 

Second Vice-President—J. W. Coleman. 

Secretary-Treasurer—George H. Rehm. 

Executive Committee—J. W. Williams, F. 
\W. Alexander, George O. Hoadley. 

The league was in session three hours. A 
lively interest was taken in all matters brought 
up for discussion. The rate question naturally 
came in for the most attention. Nothing was 
given out as to what position the league takes 
is to present or future rates, but it is no se- 
cret that the league is very friendly to the 
Indiana mercantile schedule and not overmuch 
in love with any rates used by the union com- 
panies 

The league wound up its meeting with a 
banquet at which C. G. Meeker, Concordia, 
was scheduled to act as ‘toastmaster, and D. 
\. Rudy to start the flow of spirits, both kinds. 
Addresses were set as follows: 

“Commissions from a Standpoint of the Lo- 
cal and Special Agent,” A. J. Dillon. 

“The Troubles of the Special Agent,” John 
R. Engle. 

“Does It Pay to Be Good?” Fred, S. Pen- 
field. 

The meeting was the most enthusiastic and 
harmonious the league has yet had and bou- 
quets of compliments were showered on the 
committee of arrangements—D. A. Rudy, 
chairman; J. W. Williams, Charles Engle, J. 
W. Coleman, Fred S. Penfield. An attempt is 
being made to get all non-union men to join. 


WEEK’S LOSSES IN INDIANA. 


Following are some of the fires for the week 
in Indiana: 


Anderson—Drug store, Frank L. Wallin; 
loss $8,500; R. H. Williams’ shoe store; loss 
$1,000. 

Ridgeville—Armstrong’s butcher shop, Rob- 
ert Conner’s carriage shops, residence of Mr. 
Brubake; loss $5,000; insurance $500. 

Elkhart—Consolidated Paper and Bag Com 
pany’s plant, partially burned. 

Fort Wayne—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church: 
loss $80,000; insured for $12,000; Hartmann’s 
bath house and skating rink; loss $1,800; in- 
surance $500 

Portland—John Prillaman’s house; loss 
$2,500; insurance $1,500. 

Newcastle, Ind.—Peter Shaffer's house; loss 
$5,000; insurance $2,000, 





Liberty, Ind—Henry Miller’s house; loss 
$2,500; imsurance small. 

Newport, Ind—C. & E. I. railway station. 

Dunkirk, Ind—Frank Evans’ house; loss 


$1,500. 

Albany, Ind.—Electric light plant; damage 
$5,000. ; 

Fort Wayne, Ind.—Seidel block; loss $88,- 
000; fully insured. 

Greenfield, Ind.—J. K. Henbv’s barn; loss 
$3,500; insurance $1,500. 

Jeffersonville, Ind—St. Augustine’s Catholic 
Church; loss $50,000; insurance $28,000. 

Newburg, Ind.—Jesse Hubbard’s house; loss 


3,000. 

St. Phillips, Ind—William Herrenbuck’s 
barn; loss $2,000. 

Wheeling, Ind.—J. J. Watkins & Son’s gro- 
ery; loss $2,000; insurance $1,200. 

Oakland City, Ind.—Ayrshire Coal Com- 
pany; loss $20,000; insurance $9,000. 

++ + 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Agricultural—Carl V. Nipp, Rushville. 

Connecticut—J. H. Matchett, Bourbon; Arthur 
©. Brockenbrough, Lafayette. 

Firemans Fund—J. L. Peters, Evansville. 

Home—James A. Hargis, Cannelton; Wm. A. 
Wilson, Jasper. 

Insurance Co. of North America—Hunting, 
Hastings & Nash, Jasonville. 

London Assurance—Poindexter & Driscoll, Jef- 
fersonville; Lafayette Loan & Trust Company, La- 
fayette. 

Manchester—Henry P. Pearson. Bedford. 

Northwestern National—A. L. Obenchain, South 
Whitley. 

Norwich Union—Williams & Clawson, Marion; 
Arthur J. Weed (special agent), Indianapolis. 

Phenix—C. E. Newlin, Waveland. 

— Washington—Dee R. Jones, Summit- 
ville. 

Sea & Lake—C. F. Sayles & Co., Indianapolis. 

Western Assurance—Holcomb & Owen, Bedford. 








A. J. Weed, special agent of the Norwich 
Union, has taken his headquarters at 127 East 
Market street, Indianapolis. 





MERCHANTS IS DOING WELL. 

A St. Louis company which is doing some 
surplus business, and which is run by the 
Blossom agency, is the Merchants, organized 
in 1902. It has recently been admitted to 
Michigan, and has applied for admission to 
Ohio, in which State it will probably have 
agencies at Cleveland, Cincinnati and Toledo. 
In Michigan W. B. Bierce of Detroit handles 
the business. The company is small, but well 
backed, and stands well in St. Louis. It has 
just been examined by the Missouri depart- 
ment, and at the close of its first year’s busi- 
ness is shown to have about held even, the 
ret surplus being $24,397. The company 
started with $100,000 capital and $25,000 sur- 
plus. Its net premiums for the year were 
$56,922; losses, $9,686; unearned premiums, 
$31,492; total assets, $166,076. 





Hentey.—H. C. Henley. chief inspector of 
the St. Louis Fire Prevention Bureau, will 
deliver an address’ on February 1 before the 
Yale students at New Haven on “Fire Insur- 
ance Engineering, Including Methods for Pro- 
viding Against Loss by Fire.” Mr. Henley, 
who is a member of the executive committee 
of the National Fire Protective Association, is 
considered to be an expert on the subject of 
automatic sprinklers. The addresses delivered 
at Yale are part of a regular insurance course. 

Mr. Henley has made a success of his pro- 
fession by sheer force of industry. His school- 
ing stopped with the graded schools. His was 
” case, literally, of burning the midnight oil. 
He was for a number of years a member of 
the Underwriters Salvage Corps and later an 
inspector with the St. Louis Board of Fire 
Underwriters. When the Board of Under- 
writers went out of existence in 1809 he was 
made chief of the St. Louis Fire Prevention 
Bureau, which succeeded the inspection de- 
rartment of the board. A year ago Mayor 
Wells appointed Mr. Henley a member of the 
hoard of appeals from the building commis- 
sioner. 





{f your present policy register is about used up 
send for a sample page of our form No. 122. Heavy 
linen, ledger stock. Good stiff board covers. 
Comes in three sizes. $1.75. $2.50 and $3.00. 

Tar Westrry Mxpreweiter Courisy 

“All things come to him who goes after them.” 
Live agents stimulate their business by advertis- 
ing. Ten cents will bring you a sample of our 
Nosidence Inventory, the most practical advertising 
article adapted to the insurance business. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY. 





THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


MERCANTILE RATES TO BE REDUCED. 





Action to Be Taken by the South Dakota Bu- 
reau to Meet the Competition of 
Mutuals. 


It is understood that rates on mercantile 
business in South Dakota will be materially 
decreased, owing to the compétition of the 
mutuals. The mutuals have become quite a 
factor in South Dakota because of their oper- 
ations throughout the State. They have been 
making good returns to their policyholders and 
have been eating quite extensively into the 
business of stock companies. The stock com- 
panies have lost so much business that it is felt 
that rates must be decreased to meet this com- 
petition, and such action will be taken. 





L. E. SNOW WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT 


+. Louis Insurance Agents Association Holds 
Its Annual Meeting and Decides on 
a Salaried Secretary. 


At the annual meeting of the St. Louis In- 
surance Agents Association, held in the offices 
of the Fire Prevention Bureau, the following 
officers were elected: Louis E. Snow, presi- 
dent; George D. Markham, vice-president; F. 
D. Hirschberg, treasurer; Fred Sedissel, sec- 
retary. 

The salary of the secretary was fixed at 
$100 a month. This is the first time in the 
history of the organization that the secretary 
has been paid for his services. Mr. Sedissel 
was formerly with the St. Louis Fire Preven- 
tion Bureau. Members of the executive are: 
W. B. Combs, S. G. Kennedy, D. J. Matteson 
and T. R. Hall. The committee having under 
advisement a plan for inviting insurance man- 
agers of the West to St. Louis to inspect the 
provision against fire on the World’s Fair 
grounds will make its report at a special meet- 
ing of the association held Friday. The com- 
mittee on a form of poliicy for World’s Fair 
buildings will also report then. 





ALL SERENE AT DES MOINES. 

The Des Moines local agents were banqueted 
last night by the field men and a gala time is 
reported. The charges against some of the 
agents have been adjusted and all seems se- 
iene. A rater is expected soon to give atten- 
tion to Des Moines to apply the Dean sched- 
ules, 

The charges against the Clark agency were 
using a duplicate set of policies. This was 
explained by showing that the Westchester 
sent a series that did not arrive and then fol 
lowed it with another. The first series was 
traced up and landed soon after the second 
came. Thus some were used from both series, 
which led to the report. 

ban ++ 
**“DEACON’’ LOWELL’S FIRE COMPANY. 

“Deacon” Lowell, of “wildcat” fame, is now 
trying to sell stock of the National Fire ot 
Guthrie, Okla. This concern was formerly the 
National Fire and Investment Company of 
Dover, Del. It has no authority to do busi 
ness in Delaware, and has been regarded a 
“wildcat.” The “Deacon” claims the Okla 
homa outfit has funds of $150,000. 

~~ ++ 
INSURANCE ON FINE ARTS. 

The St. Louis Fire Prevention Bureau has 
taken up the matter of furnishing insurance on 
the United States exhibits to be placed in th 
palace of fine arts at the World's Fair. Th 
chief of the insurance department of th 
World’s Fair has advised the bureau to pr 
ceed at once to negotiate upon the best term 
possible for a total of $1,500,000 insurance; t!) 
insurance to be in effect from the date : 
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notice of receipt of exhibits, up to the time the 
exhibits are consigned to the transportation 
companies at the close of the exposition. 

These exhibits are to be placed in the cen- 
tral pavilion, the fireproof structure devoted 
to the United States exhibits, and are exhibits 
forming the section contributed by artistic ex- 
hibitors, citizens of the United States or own- 
ers of art who loan to the exposition manage- 
ment valuable works for the United States 
section. 

Works intended for exhibition in foreign 
sections will not be entered in this building, 
nor covered by any part of this insurance. It 
refers only to such exhibits as are collected 
by the exposition management for the United 
States section of domestic exhibits and cer- 
tain masterpieces owned by American collec- 
tors, which will be placed in the loan division 
of the section. 

a7 ~~ 
WILL ORGANIZE NEW CLUBS. 

The field men of Iowa will go slow now 
on the organization of local clubs. It is hoped 
that during the coming year clubs may be or- 
ganized in such towns as Fort Dodge, Mar- 
shalltown and Oskaloosa. With the committee 
supervising the field work, the special agents 
believe they can get the State in fairly good 
shape in a few months. 

+ - 

ST. PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS CONDITIONS. 

The electrical conditions at St. Paul are said 
to be in very good shape. There is a strict or- 
dinance in the city which seems to be observed 
and the bureau has succeeded in getting sev- 
eral improvements. The wiring of late has 
been very nearly standard and those who have 
inspected the conditions of the city speak of 
it highly. Minneapolis is not in such good 
shape from an electrical standpoint. An at- 
tempt is being made to get a new ordinance 
passed in the council regulating more strictly 
clectric wiring. 

++ a 
OBJECT TO ST. LOUIS PRACTICE. 

Some of the companies have been making ob- 
jection to the practice in St. Louis, where 
mercantile buildings in some cases are being 
written for two annual premiums for three 
years instead 344 premiums, and a lower term 
than the standard is also being used for five- 
year policies. It is claimed by some companies 
that they have lost considerable business 
through this means and steps will be taken to 
stop it. 

5 ad - 
LOCAL BOARDS IN NEBRASKA. 

Union companies say that it is the desire 
that the matter of promoting local boards in 
Nebraska be furthered as fast as_ possible. 
Notwithstanding the fact that rates on pre- 
ferred business are practically open in Ne- 
braska, the local agents are holding together 
and controlling the situation. It is the desire 
of the companies that the local boards be or- 
ganized as fast as field men can reach the 
towns. 

~~ + 
AFFAIRS AT DAVENPORT. 

Davenport (Iowa) local agents report good 
conditions in that city. The agents have had 
a social club for some time, employing an in- 
spector to look over the daily reports. All 
the large agencies belong. The small fry out- 
side bite at the preferred business, but do not 








LOCAL AGENCY SUPPLIES. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY 
carries a full line of local agency sup- 
plies. We can furnish you with every 
book and blank you use at rock bottom 
prices. We sell the local agents’ manual, 
“Right to the Point,” for 50 cents. 











cut much figure. There are several “trust” 
lines at Davenport controlled by outside 
brokers, the resident agents securing 5 per cent. 





MARKHAM’S LLOYDS IS SUCCEEDING, 


St. Louis Individual Underwriters Wrote $103- 
000 in Premiums the First Year— Writes 
Only Surplus Business. 


W. H. Markham & Co.’s Individual “Fire 
Underwriters of St. Louis is doing well. 
George D. Markham of the firm, ex-president 
of the National association, states that at the 
close of the first year $103,000 in premiums 
have been written, with an expense ratio of 
10 per cent. This Lloyds has the distinction 
of being the only one licensed and recognized 
by the insurance department, with which it 
has a deposit of $250,000. Missouri has taken 
the position of recognizing and licensing a 
Lloyds, or unincorporated body of individuals 
doing an insurance business. The Individual 
Fire Underwriters expects to do business of 
only $150,000 a year, confining itself to pure 
surplus business; that is, lines on which all 
the regular companies are full, and, for this 
class it pays 10 per cent commission. Mark- 
ham & Co. receive 35 per cent of the net 
profit for running the business. 





MUTUALS IN NORTH DAKOTA 

The mutuals are making headway in North 
Dakota. It is estimated that they will write 
well on to 35 per cent of the business in the 
State this year. They are all making money so 
far and their returns to policyholders have 
been a great advertisement in their behalf. The 
three general mutuals of North Dakota are 
located at Valley City, Fargo and Grand 
Forks. In addition the mutuals from South 
Dakota are seeking business very freely in the 
State. 





GENERAL WESTEX«N NOTES. 


John M. Chipman, a Sioux City (Iowa) 
agent, died a few days ago. 


Rates have been declared off at Mexico, 
Mo., on account of lack of co-operaton. 


Rates have been declared off on preferred 
business in Sioux Falls, S. D. Competition 
has been quite strong on this class of business 
both on account of mutuals and other com- 
panies. 


The agency of the German Fire of Pitts- 
burg has been transferred from the office of 
Henry Schmitt, local manager for the National 
of Hartford, to the office of Byrne & Harkins 
at St. Louis. 

The Court of Appeals in Kansas City has 
handed down a decision upholding the right of 
the city to pass an ordiance forbidding and 
curtailing the right of persons to use fire- 
works, fire crackers and other nuisances on the 
Fourth of July. 

W. H. Markham & Co. of St. Louis were 
recentiy appointed sole agents for the North- 
ern of New York. The Northern was in the 
office of Crane & Co., but when that firm quit 
business a few years ago, the company retired 
from St. Louis. 

George M. Fisher of Chicago, manager of 
the Western Railway Underwriters, was in 
St. Louis several days last week. It is re- 
ported that his visit was to arrange for the 
insurance of the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railroad, the insurance on which expires at 
the close of the year. 


DIFFICULTY IN GETTING INSURANCE 

It is said that the Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company is having difficulty in securing 
enough insurance on its branch stores. Two 
such branches have burned within the past 
year, and it is said that the settlements were 
not entirely satisfactory to the companies. 
Paint and glass risks are not considered de- 
sirable at the best, and it is said that many 
companies are putting the plate glass trust’s 
business on the prohibited list. 
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LIFE COMPANIES’ WRITINGS IN OHIO. 








Prediction as to the Business that Will Have 
Been Written in the State in 
1908. 





It is reasonably safe to predict that nearly 
all the companies will show a gain in business 
written in Ohio this year over 1902. The 
increase will probably not be so marked among 
the largest companies as among some of the 
smaller ones. 

There is little doubt that the New York 
Life will lead again. The Cleveland branch 
office will lead the State with about $3,000,000 
of paid business, as against a little over 
$2,000,000 last year. Report has it that almost 
two-thirds of this year’s business is the per- 
sonal writing of John J. Parker. Cincinnati 
is understood to have had a good year. 

The Mutual Life will not make a great in- 
crease over last year in all probability, as last 
year was phenomenal. The Cleveland agency, 
cne of the most important, will do little more 
than hold its own, as much business was done 
in its territory in 1902 by executive specials, 
and this year there have been none in the 
field. The Columbus agency has made some 
valuable additions to its agency force, and 
has done a fine business. 

John Hancock men do not look for much 
increase over the great business done last 
year. 


A few months ago the Mutual Benefit ex- 
pected to write $3,500,000 in Ohio this year, 
and it will probably make good this amount. 

The Equitable has the State so cut up now 
that it is difficult to tell what it is doing. Be- 
sides the four offices in Ohio, there are now 
seven or eight counties in the Pittsburg agency 
and a somewhat smaller number attached to 
Wheeling. The Cleveland agency has done a 
good business, as usual. Columbus office has 
one agent who has done an especially good 
business, and the late John Weidner did some 
splendid business at Dayton before his death 
late in the summer. The Toledo agency has 
had one new man this year who wrote some 
very large applications. 

The Penn Mutual will not run far ahead of 
last year’s record, if it equals it, as last year 
a wonderful spurt was made just before the 
rates were raised. 

The Travelers will probably make as large 
a percentage increase is any company doing 
any considerable business in the State. Last 
year the Cincinnati office was opened only in 
June and had hardly been organized by the 
end of the year. This year it has been doing 
business at a fine pace, with a continually in- 
creasing force of agents. Most of the State 
reports to Cleveland, and that office has made 
a splendid increase over last year, without a 
creat increase in the number of agents, and 
in spite of cutting out brokerage business. 

The National of Vermont has been continu- 
ally strengthening its agency plant, although 
it has not made much noise about it. What- 
ever its increase in new business may be, the 
increase in new premiums will be _ propor- 
tionately larger, as most of the agents have 
changed from selling twenty-payment life pol- 
icies to selling investment insurance trust 
bonds. 

The Equitable of Iowa will increase last 
year’s production somewhat. The old general 
agencies at Toledo, Cleveland and Youngs- 
town have all made an increase. Dayton and 
Columbus have been opened since early sum- 
mer, and will help some. The company has 
informed its general agents that it expects to 
pass the million mark in Ohio in 1904. 

The Ohio general agency of the State Mu- 
tual now leads all the general agencies of the 
company, having Chicago some distance be- 
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hind. It will show a fine increase. The Cin- 
cinnati general agency will not show a great 
advance, as its work is practically confined 
to the personal efforts of the general agent, 
who may always be booked for about a certain 
amount of fine business every year. 

The Fidelity Mutual should show a good 
increase. This is Frank Krause’s first full 
year ds general agent at Cleveland, and he is 
understood to be writing a large business per- 
sonally, as well as getting a good number of 
men at work. The Columbus general agency 
has been in existence only a year or so, and is 
developing almost virgin territory. Cincinnati 
has been doing a nice business, with high pre- 
miums. 

The Security Trust & Life will show up 
hetter than ever before, as the Cleveland 
agency is already some distance ahead of pre- 
vious years. Columbus now has a separate 
general agency, but it has been opened only 
a few months, and no great results would be 
expected yet. 

The Massachusetts Mutual will begin to 
show the effects of its new organization in 
this year’s reports. Columbus has done a 
good business, especially since midsummer, and 
Youngstown is understood to have done well. 
Cincinnati has done practically nothing until 
within a couple of months. It will be no sur- 
prise if this company moves up several points 
in 1904. 

The Prudential has opened only one or two 
new ordinary general agencies this year, but 
several of the older ones have been strength- 
ened. Tt and the Metropolitan are always ex- 
pected to make gains through the industrial 
agencies 

The Connecticut Mutual will write over a 
million dollars, as it has for two or three 
years past, but it will probably not show 
very differently from last year. 

It is hard to say what the Northwestern 
Mutual will do. The Cleveland general agency, 
the largest in the State, will make a gain. Ow- 
ing to ill health, Mr. Peckham, at Toledo, 
was away during the summer, and gave up 
his outside territory, so the northwest corner 
of the State may not do as much as last year. 

The most of the gains made in Ohio were 
made previous to November 1. Only two or 
three offices. in Cleveland did a good No- 
vember business. December is starting well 
with many of them, however. 





WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT STARTS. 

Manager Henry Ellsworth, of the Security 
Trust & Life at Chicago, states that the man- 
ager of his women’s department has arrived 
from the home office and arrangements are 
being made to open the department. It is 
expected that a working force of women will 
soon be employed who will confine their atten- 
tion to soliciting life insurance from women. 

++ ++ 
MEADER BECOMES GENERAL AGENT. 

Lyle S. Meader, who has been with the 
Penn Mutual at Cleveland for about a year 
past, has been appointed general agent of the 
State Mutual for a large territory, with head- 
quarters at Duluth. He will assume his new 
duties January 1. Mr. Meader is a young 
man with a very pleasing personality, and Du- 
luth life underwriters will find him an agree- 
able addition to their number. 

++ +e 
BECOMES INSPECTOR AT LARGE. 

G. A. Smith, who retires as inspector of 
agencies of the New York Life in Chicago, 
will become one of the inspectors-at-large, 
traveling from the home office. The other 
inspector-at-large is John E. Boone, who has 
been agency director at Kansas City. These 
are new offices that have been created by the 
New York Life. 

H. T. Holtz, who becomes now the chief 
inspector of agencies at Chicago, is a man of 
wonderful vitality and great ability. It is 





stated that notwithstanding the increasing re- 
sponsibilities placed upon him, he has the ca- 
pacity of disposing of hard work with ease. 
At present he is inspector of agencies of the 
Northwest, outside of Chicago, and manager 
of the Fisher. building branch of the company 
in Chicago. He will continue to be inspector 
of the Northwest, in addition to. his new 
duties as inspector at Chicago. Mr. Holtz 
is able to grasp a proposition on a moment’s 
notice, and his subordinates have been as- 
tounded with the rapidity with which he forms 
judgments, and they are usually correct. 





WILL THE PROPOSED COMPANY LIVE? 





Incorporators of the National Bond & Trust 
Vote to Surrender the Charter—Gardner 
Claims It Will Begin. 





There seems to be a difference of opinion 
regarding the future of the National Bond & 
Trust Company of Chicago. Some of the in- 
corporators met at Springfield, Ill., last week, 
issued the following statement and passed the 
following resolutions : 

“Minutes of meeting of board of incorpo- 
rators of the proposed ‘National Bond and 
Trust Company of America.’ 

“Meeting called to order at the Leland Hotel 
(Room 204) in the city of Springfield, IIl., 
pursuant to notice, with the following members 
of the board of incorporators present: H. 
Clay Wilson, chairman, Springfield, Ill.; Amos 
G. Driver, secretary, Carrollton, Ill.; Stuart 
Pierson, Carrollton, Ill., and the following 
present, by proxy: H. C Tucker, Cedar Rap- 
ids, Towa; and Ornan Pierson, Carrollton, 
tM. 

“There being a majority of the board of in- 
corporators of the said proposed National Bond 
and Trust Company of America present, meet- 
ing was called to order by Chairman Wilson, 
and the following resolution was presented and 
unanimously adopted 

“Resolved, That the ‘declaration and charter’ 
of the proposed National Bond and _ Trust 
Company of America, now on file with the 
insurance department of the State of Illinois, 
for reasons best known to the incorporators, 
be and the same is hereby surrendered and 
declared of no force and effect in so far as the 
undersigned incorporators are concerned, and 
that we hereby surrender all the right, title 
and interest we have or may have had in same: 
and, be it further 

“Resolved, That said board of incorporators 
terminate its affairs and dissolve as such 
board; and, be it further 

“Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be filed with the insurance department of the 
State of Illinois, and a copy mailed to each 
incorporator not present at this meeting. 

“Witness our hands, this 8th day of Decem- 
ber, 1903, 

“H..CLay Wixson, Chairman, 

“Amos G. Driver, Secretary, 

“STUART PIERSON, 

“Stuart Pierson; Proxy for Ornan Pierson, 
“H. Cray Witson, Proxy for H. C. Tucker.” 

President H. B. Gardner, of the company, 
said in regard to these resolutions: 


“These men were incorporators and took 
some stock. I purchased their stock, so they 
have nothing whatever to do with the com- 
pany. After they sold the stock and believed 
the company would amount to something they 
wanted it back, but it had been sold to other 
parties. We will have nothing more to do 
with them. 

“This company will start on January writ- 
ing our bond and life insurance contract. We 
sent our check for $100,000 to the Illinois 
insurance department, but the department re- 
quires securities for deposit and will not take 
cash. I have spent over $50,000 getting this 
company promoted 

Colonel Ryder, of the American Securities 
and Corporation Company, seems to have be- 
come interested in the National Bond & Trust. 
He is a promoter of companies and has re- 
cently approached some of the life companies 
to get them to issue pure endowments to pur- 
chasers of stocks or bonds of concerns he pro- 
motes as a guaranty of a refund of money 
paid at the end of a certain period. 

The incorporators claim, however, that they 
have full legal right to surrender the charter 





until the organization is completed. The com- 
pany is still organizing and has not closed the 
preliminary operations." These men do not 
claim to be stockholders but charter members. 
As the organization has not been completed, 
they hold that the stock shares have no voting 
power, but full and absolute control is in 
the hands of charter members. T4ey say that 
it is just as impossible for any proposed cor- 
poration to get rid of the control of charter 
members until the organization is completed 
as it would be for a son to be his own master 
until he is of age. 

It is learned at the Illinois insurance depart- 
ment that a mortgage was offered as the $100,- 
coo deposit, which under the law has to be 
worth $200,0co. The insurance department 
states that it found the actual value of this 
mortgage was $86,000. 

Mr. Gardner was present at the meeting and 
stated that Bloomington parties would finance 
the deal. The incorporators, however, were 
not satisfied with this assurance. The Pier- 
sons say they have advanced $11,0co toward 
the enterprise, but claim Gardner failed to file 
the proper securities with the insurance de- 
partment, and hence they became dissatisfied. 

President Gardner called at the insurance 
cepartment last week and announced that the 
company was about ready to complete its or- 
ganization. He told Superintendent Vreden- 
burgh that Bloomington parties were to finance 
the deal. One of the Bloomington parties made 
some inquiry about depositing a certified check 
for the $100,cco, but he was informed that 
approved securities must be deposited. The 
department made a precedent on the certified 
check deposit when it refused such in case of 
ex-State Treasurer Williamson, who was or 
ganizing a company to take over the Scandi 
navian Mutual Aid of Galesburg. 

The resolutions passed by the incorporators 
have been turned over to F. H. Rowe, attor- 
ney for the insurance department. Mr. Rowe 
states he does not believe the incorporators 
have any rights in the premises, the power 
resting in these who hold stock. 





SUCCESS OF COLORADO AGENCY. 

Frank G. Whipp, who is in charge of the 
Federal Life’s Colorado branch, operates the 
Federal Agesicy Company of Colorado. He 
has gotten <round him some successful solicit- 
ors, and is making a record, despite labor trou- 
bles. It is proposed later to add adjacent 
States to the Colorado agency. 

++ ++ 
SUPREME COURT REVERSES ITSELF. 

The supretme court of Ohio reversed itself 
on December 8, in the case of the Manhattan 
Life against 'oseph Burke. The Manhattan 
issued a $5,000 life insurance policy to George 
Messwore in October, 1897. Subsequently the 
policy was transferred to Burke, who paid the 
premiums. Messmore died in February, 1899, 
and when Burke sought to collect the insur- 
ance, a compromise was effected and Burke 
accepted $2,000 in settlement in full. Subse- 
quently he instituted suit to recover $3,000, on 
the ground that the company had conspired to 
defraud him. He secured judgment, which 
was affirmed in both circuit and supreme 
courts. Now, on a rehearing, the court re- 
verses itself and vacates the judgment. The 
case will be reported. 

++ ++ 
TOTAL ABSTINENCE DEPARTMENT. 

The Security Mutual Life says as to its total 
abstinence department: 

“Our expectation for the total abstinence 
department during the coming year is $3,000,- 
coo of new business. This ‘department is 
rapidly making history in testimony of its right 
to live. Over 6 per cent of the last thousand 
policies issued was placed in the class. Such 
of the agency force as have given the merits 
of the department a trial, testify in appreciation 
of the value of the league endowment bond, 
even though the business requires a contribu- 
tion of a small percentage of their brokerage 
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commissions to the credit of the endowment 
fund—which must be held in trust for the sole 
benefit of Security policyholders. The league 
aids materially in meeting competition, keeping 
business in force and increasing incomes. Be- 
ginning with the new year, the manager of 
the department is to give his full time to the 
field, working in conjunction with Security’s 
splendid agency force.” 





ILLINOIS BANKERS MAY REINSURE. 


Monmouth Company Calls a Meeting to Con- 
sider Closing Up Its Affairs—Said to Be 
Internal Dissensions. 


There appears to be a peculiar mix-up in 
the affairs of the Illinois Bankers Life Asso- 
ciation, an assessment company, with head- 
quarters at Monmouth, Ill. Proxies are being 
secured by the secretary for a meeting to be 
held on December 26 to consider the question 
of reinsurance, but there is some doubt 
whether the notice of the meeting was legal or 
not. There has for some time been a lack 
of harmony in the official family, so it is 
claimed, and recently four of the nine directors 
resigned, and four of the remaining directors, 
it is alleged, without notice to the fifth, called 
a special meeting and voted to submit a rein- 
surance proposition to the stockholders. Ru- 
mor has it that this action was taken to force 
out certain men connected with the manage- 
ment, and the date set, by making sure of a 
small attendance, puts full power in the hands 
of the proxy holder. 

The dissensions seem to have arisen  be- 
tween the ambitious and the conservative 
members of the company. It is stated by one 
of the officers that at the meeting the associa- 
tion will either be reinsured or will itself take 
over another concern. The propositions have 
not been made public, but it is understood by 
some members that offers have been received 
from the Merchants Life Association of Bur- 
lington and from the Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Pennsylvania. The Merchants is 
an assessment company on almost the same 
plan as the Illinois Bankers. The Mutual Life 
of Pennsylvania was formerly the I. O. O. F. 
Mutual, under which name it took over the 
Milwaukee Mutual Life and the Potomac Life. 

The Illinois Bankers had a total income of 
$35,000 last year. Its assets are $42,000. Last 
year it wrote $1,085,000 and has $2,953,500 in 
force. 





LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 

Atna—John Mueller, Cincinnati; H. 
Wauseon. 

Canada—T. R. Fletcher, Columbus ; 
Cincinnati; J. A. MeCabe, Eldorado. 
Equitable, N. Y.—George Sickles, Cincinnati. 
Federal, Chicago—George F. Hale, Dayton. 

Hartford—cC. 8. Thomas, Wilmington. 

Home—O. M. Burns, Montpelier. 

Massachusetts—Albert Hess, Barberton. 

Mutual Benefit, N. J—Homer M. Hahn, Modest ; 
Scott Z. Painter, North Baltimore; Garmen Staley, 
Columbus. 

National—C. D. Barrett, 
Briggs, Beallsville. 

New York—H. W. Beneker and Henry B. Dean, 
Cincinnati; A. G. Raab, Cleveland; G. W. Andrew, 
Middletown; A. L. Jacquart, Breenbush. 

Northwestern—Chas. H. Hedges, Warren. 


A. Barber, 
E. L. Beard, 





Bethesda; Harry 


Pacific—Samuel W. Baker, Somerville. 
Pittsburg Life & Trust—Jacob Herman, East 
Liverpool; B. E. Snoke, Chicago; Maurice Korf 


and George Wachtell, Cleveland; 8. R. Hendrick, 
Terrace Park; O. E. Martin, Commercial Point; 
Conrad J. Kallmerten, Mansfield. 
Provident Life & Trust—E. S. 
George Sealey, Cincinnati; 
Springfield. 
Security—Wm. F. 


Stevenson and 
Thomas J. Collins, 
Columbus ; 


Rice, reurge F. 


Rounds, Norwalk; Robert S. Porter, Gallipolis. 
State, Indianapolis—Jacob Green and T. F 


Thompson, Akron; L. W. Male, Bartlett. 

State, Worcester—John W. Seymour, Ashtabula. 

Travelers—Chas. Hickox, Cleveland: Emanuel 
Sender, Mineral City; Edwin A. Loehr, Urichs- 
ville; Dr. John M. Burns, Mansfield; Gardner B. 
Stearns and Thos. G. Lisle, Columbus; Fred M. 
Robertson, Dayton. 

Washington—Charles_ T. 
Charles S. Gettman, Bucyrus. 

WISCONSIN. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Mrs. Katherine M. Ashley, Fond 
du Lac; Dr. W. O. Dyer, Westfield: J. W. Eggert, 
Fond du Lac; G. W. Judd, Milwaukee. 

New York Life—Merlin Hull, Milwaukee; Wil- 
liam Knight, Albany; Frank A. Keyser, Milwaukee. 

Northwestern Mutual—F. X. J. Bergs, Arthur E. 
Riess, John B. House, Samuel S. Weil, Ira H. 


Jenkins, Columbus; 











Gonyon, Milwaukee; Wenzel J. Mattek, 
brook; Robert M. Ritchie, Deerfield. 
Northwestern National, Minn.—John B. Gormely, 
Ashland; C. W. Palmer, Rhinelander; George W. 
Case, Portage; C. N. Feldman, Appleton. 
Phenix Mutual—Henry Jane, Milwaukee. 
Prudential—George H. B. Davis, Janesville; 
Rolla E. Turner, Beloit. 
Security Trust & Life 


Deer- 


—R. L. Fuller, Wonewoc ; 


Charles L. Nott, Lodi; Benj. G. Treat and Rob- 
ert A. Etter, Monroe. 
MICHIGAN. 
Manufacturers Life, Can.—J. 


Cc. Newcomer, 

Centreville; I. S. MeKillen, Imlay City; E. J. 

Quackenbush, Lapeer; A. A. Timm, Nottawa. 
Massachusetts Mutual—Edward Mullreed, Belle- 


ville; F. W. Sessions, Benton Harbor; J. DB. 
Somers, Omer. 
National Life. Vt—-W. H. Shearman, Detroit. 
New York Life—E. H. Doane, Alma; W. J. 


Caspell, Detroit; C. W. Hutchinson, Menominee. 
Northwestern National, Minn.—Helen Perry, 
Detroit; A. E. Manning, Lansing. 
Prudential—G. M. Chamberlain, Shelby. 
Sun Life, Can.—R. H. May, Grand Rapids. 
INDIANA. 
Mutual Reserve—C. A. Woods, Indianapolis. 
National Life, U. S. A.—Margaret Gilmore, 
Greencastle ; Cecilia Devere, Plymouth. 
New York Life—John W. Wilson, Shelbyville. 
Penn Mutual Life—F. A. Bulleit, Corydon. 





SPECULATION AS TO THE BLAIR CASE. 


Stated in St. Louis that the Mutual Life Has 
a Tough Nut to Crack in the 
Suit. 


The probable outcome of the attempt of the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company to secure 
a cancellation of the $200,000 policy of James 
L. Blair is the principal subject of discussion 
among local life insurance men in St. Louis. 
It is very likely that Blair’s first trial on the 
charges against him will be tried in the federal 
court, since the insurance suit will probably 
be tried before criminal proceedings are taken 
up in the state court. 

This devolves upon the company the entire 
burden of proving Blair guilty of forgery, as 
alleged in its petition, in order to win its case. 
Attorneys for both sides have admitted this. 
And further, the attorneys have agreed that 
should the state case come up first, any action 
taken by the state courts could have no effect 
on the insurance suit. 

The main contention in the insurance suit 
has been, not that Blair committed forgeries, 
but that he concealed them from the com- 
pany in applying for insurance. To prove 
Blair guilty of committing forgeries is in- 
cidental to the insurance suit. While the 
company must prove this before it can ‘base 
its suit, the fact, nevertheless, makes of the 
case a civil proceedings, and evidence not ad- 
missible in a criminal trial will stand in the 
insurance suit. Blair’s admissions, for in- 
stance, assuming that they have been made, 
will be accepted as evidence in the suit to 
cancel the policy. 

But despite this, attorneys interested in the 
case are agreed that the Mutual Life has not 
an easy task. In order that there can be no 
reasonable doubt, it must introduce a pre- 
ponderance of evidence of Blair’s guilt. While 
the indictments of James L. Blair charge only 
two forgeries in the Blow estate, the petition 
in the insurance suit covers virtually the en- 
tire Blair story as given by James T. Roberts. 
Sesides including in its petition all of the deal- 
ings with the Philadelphia parties it also al- 
leges that he intended to commit suicide and 
attempted it twice. 

All of this gives the insurance company a 
much larger task than the State has, and while 
it can introduce evidence that the State can- 
not, it can expect little assistance from the 
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State. Insurance men watch the situation 
with much anxiety. The feeling is expressed 
gcnerally that admitting the righteousness of 
its cause, the Mutual Life did not wisely 
measure its chances of success, and the effect 
of the suit not only for the Mutual, but for 
all other companies, so far as big policies are 
concerned, at least, cannot but be unfavor- 
eble. 





COLUMBIAN NATIONAL ON THE MOVE. 


Company in Establishing Offices in Chicago 
Expects to Make it the Center of West- 
ern Operations. 


The Chicago offices of the Columbian Na 
tional Life of Boston will be located in the 
new First National Bank building after the 
first of the year, with Franklin W. Ganse as 
manager. In the meantime the agency is 
located in the Stock Exchange building. 

The officers of the Columbian National be 
lieve most strongly in the present and future 
importance of Chicago and its tributary terri 
tory as a center of life insurance, and hence 
it will make this field second to none in the 
country in its operations. 
agents in the Chicago field. 

During its first full year, ending September 
11 last, the company wrote $8,852,332 in eight 
States. This is the banner record for the first 
year by a new company. 

In Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire and Vermont the company is writ 
ing this year an aggregate business larger 
than any other New England company except 
the John Hancock. It expects to write dur 
ing this year $12,000,000 of new insurance in 
all its field. 

The company writes both industrial and or 
dinary business. It has the eastern field pretty 
well organized and in pushing 
States it is displaying much Phe 
company estimates on the most conservative 
basis that on December 31 next its assets will 
be in excess of $550,000 and its surplus to 
policyholders $375,000. 

The Columbian National is backed by very 
prominent men of means and representative 
men of each community are, from time to time, 
added to the board of directors. 


It is already placing 


out in) new 


energy 





PARTNERSHIP HAS BEEN FORMED. 

A short time ago George W. Beach of East 
Lake, Ala., bought a one-half interest with 
C. C. Holley, the state manager of the Pacific 
Mutual Life for Alabama, and, under the firm 
of Holley & Beach, these two gentlmen, both 
excellent personal writers, will make things 
hustle in Alabama for their company. The 
Pacific Mutual began business in Alabama last 
March. 

++ ++ 
YOUNG GOES TO ARIZONA. 

E. F. Young, junior partner of the firm of 
Drewry & Young at Richmond, Va., has been 
appointed state agent of the Mutual Benefit 
Life for Arizona. In consequence of his ac 
ceptance, by mutual consent the firm of Drewry 
& Young has dissolved, and in the future the 
Virginia agency of the Mutual Benefit will be 
conducted under the name of J. C. Drewry & 
Co. W. S. Drewry will be in charge of the 
office. 

++ ++ 
WILL MAKE A LARGE INCREASE. 

J. C. Trask, general agent of the North 
western Mutual at Cleveland, has contracted 
with Martin Cowen of Bellaire to become 
superintendent of agents on January 1. Mr 
Cowen has represented the company locally 


for eleven years and is a 


strong man. 


He is of the firm of Cowen & Co., 
who conduct a large fire agency at Bell 
aire. His brother will now conduct the 


business of the agency. He will devote his 


4 
: 
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time and energy to developing that part of 
Mr. Trask’s field not now included in district 
agencies. With one or two large producers 
recently added to the Cleveland office and Mr. 
Cowen’s work in the field, Mr. Trask expects 
to about double next year the amount of busi- 
ness written this year. 





CLEVER SCHEME REPORTED FROMIOWA 





Solicitor Dupes Several People and Has a Sten- 
ographer to Take Down the Very Im- 
portant Conversation. 





A very clever life insurance solicitor has 
been making ravages in certain quarters of 
Iowa. He pretended that he represented the 
Michigan Mutual. His schme was to select 
certain persons in the community and pretend 
to make special contracts for them, about 
which there was considerable mystery. He 
had a stenographer with him who took down 
all the conversation during the time of solicit- 
ing. This performance naturally excited con- 
siderable interest and the men were impressed 
with the fact that the deal was of so much 
importance that the agent had to have his 
stenographer take down all that was said. It 
is claimed that he collected part of the premi- 
ums, and that is the last that has been heard 
either of him or the policies he presumed to 
sell. 





CHA .GING TO SALAR ED MANAGERS. 

The Mutual Life is still engaged in sup- 
planting its general agents with salaried man- 
agers and reducing the territory. W. H. 
Squirer of Duluth changes from a commission 
to salary basis; W. C, Boyce becomes manager 
at Fargo, N. D.; Pancoast Kidder, who has 
been at Topeka, goes to Syracuse, N. Y.; E. S. 
Clark, superintendent of agents in Kansas, be- 
comes manager in Topeka. 

++ ++ 
BOWLES JOINS THE EQUITABLE. 

Thomas H. Bowles of Milwaukee, who for 
several years was general agent of the Mutual 
Life in Wisconsin and upper Michigan, and 
also for louisiana and Mississippi, has been 
appointed general agent of the Equitable for 
Michigan, with headquarters at Detroit. It 
will be remembered that Mr. Bowles began 
an active campaign against the Mutual at the 
time an effort was made to change his contract 
and his efforts ended very suddenly. 

++ ++ 
NEW YORK LIFE TO HAVE A BRANCH. 

The New York Life is to have an office of 
issue at Chicago as well as the Mutual. It is 
arranging to take the entire fifth floor of the 
New York Life building, where it will locate 
its home office force, who will perform many 
of the functions of the home office in the way 
of issuing policies below a certain denomina- 
tion, paying claims, arranging for loans, etc. 
The Mutual scored the triumph by making 
its announcement first. 

$e +e 
INTERESTING LIFE CASE. 

The decision of the Justice case from Wa- 
verly, Tenn., decided by the Court of Appeals 
has attracted a good deal of attention among 
the life insurance men. Justice insured his 
life for $10,000, naming, his wife as beneficiary, 
provided she outlived him. In event she died 
first the money was to go to the executors of 
the husband. Justice had a disagreement with 
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his wife and while they were living apart the 
assured killed his wife and suicided. The in- 
surance money was first awarded to the ex- 
ecutors of the deceased husband, but the Court 
of Appeals decreed it to the heirs of Mrs, Jus- 
tice, the court holding that the wife had a 
vested right in the insurance and that could 
not be defeated by the act of the husband in 
killing her. 
+t 
LOUISVILLE MEN ARE ORGANIZED. 

The general agents of life companies at Lou- 
isville organized an association in that city 
this week by electing John C. Davidson of 
the AEtna Life, president; Sydney Sladden, of 
the Pacific Mutual, vice-president; William 
Colgan, of the State Mutual, secretary and 
treasurer. Vice-President D. M. Baker, of the 
National Association, was present from Chi- 
cago. 





KILLED THE GOLDEN-EGGED GOOSE. 





Following the Anti-Rebate Upheaval in Michi- 
gan, Life Insurance Business Comes 
to a Standstiil. 





A well-informed Michigan man brings the 
intelligence that following the anti-rebate up- 
heaval in that State and the publicity given 
Commissioner Barry’s interview, life insur- 
ance is practically dead so far as new business 
is concerned. It is stated that Detroit will 
have the smallest December business of any 
in many years. For some reason people will 
not listen to the agents. This same Wolverine 
averred that the rebates of many of the agents 
were not as heavy as Manager Connors’ men, 
and in order to put a stopper in the Equitable’s 
horn, they got the ear of the insurance commis- 
sioner, and now the bottom has dropped out 
of the market. 





LIFE NOTES. 


W. B. Engle of Sioux Falls, S. D., has been 
made general agent of the Union Central Life 
for Eastern South Dakota. 


The Security Life & Annuity Company of 
Philadelphia will soon issue a combined life, 
health and accident contract. 


The Inter State Life of Des Moines has 
been licensed by the state department of Iowa 
ic do an assessment business. 


A. Binkhorst, representing the Northwestern 
Mutual Life of Milwaukee, will make Battle 
Creek, Mich., his headquarters. 


T. Oliver Huckle of St. Clair, Mich., has 
been appointed district agent for the Canada 
Life, with headquarters in that town. 


The Security Trust & Life has unearthed 
a number of cases of substitution at Youngs- 
town, Ohio, and has taken up the policies. 


Presidert Geo. W. Riggs, of the Mutual Life 
of Illinois, has been confined to his bed for 
some days, with a severe attack of illness. 


It is understood that the New York Life 
will open one or two more buildings in Chi- 
cago, appointing managers for them to estab- 
lish agencies. 


F. Saylor, former gy ren of 
schools at Spokane, Wash., has become man- 
ager of the Mutual Life of New York for 
Eastern Washington. 


William V. Gibbons of Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
formerly connected with the A£tna Life, has 
been appointed agent of the Provident Savings 
Life by the St. Louis manager. 


Fred Upton of LaGrange, IIl., who was killed 
by a street car in Chicago a few days ago, car- 
ried $20,000 life insurance in the Provident 
Savings, written last December. 


J. L. De Elle, agency director for the New 
York Life at Burlington, Iowa, has been trans- 
ferred to Des Moines. O. H. Menold of Mason 
City succeeded him at Burlington. 


President Plunkett, of the Berkshire Life, 
who has held that office since 1878 and acted 
as its general counsel, died several days ago. 
He was a director and officer of several in- 
stitutions at Pittsfield. His death was very 





sudden, he having gone to the. home of his 
sister with a friend to call when he expired. 
It is stated that Secretary Hull will likely be 
advanced to the presidency of the Berkshire. 


O. G. Wilson, manager of the Equitable 
Life for seven counties in eastern Iowa, will 
remove his headquarters from Washington to 
Burlington before the first of the year. 


William Johnson has been appointed by 
Manager Steinle of the Union Mutual at Cin- 
cinnati as special agent. Mr. Johnson was 
formerly with the Canada Life at Cincinnati. 


D. C. Tevis, superintendent of agents in 
Missouri for the John Hancock Mutual Life, 
announces that he has secured contracts with 
29 new field agents during the last three 
weeks. 


The Life Underwriters Association of Cin- 
cinnati will entertain President H. H. Ward of 
the National Association of Life Underwriters 
at a luncheon at the Business Men’s Club on 
December 17. 


R. C. Weggs, cashier of the Elgin (lll.) 
branch of the New York Life, sued Arthur 
Medlay of McHenry for embezzlement. The 
charge was not sustained and Medlay has sued 
Mr. Weggs for $5,coo damages. 


James J. Butler, of the firm of Butler & 
Lynch, representing the Security Mutual Life 
at Dayton, has recovered from his severe illness 
and the agency is now doing a big business and 
will finish the year with a good record. 


The Home Life has appointed F. A. Zehring 
as district manager for Dayton, Ohio, and 
surrounding counties, with headquarters at 
Dayton. Mr. Zehring was formerly super- 
intendent of the Metropolitan at Akron. 


B. H. Shaffer, who has heretofore been as- 
sistant superintendent of the Prudential at St. 
Marys, Ohio, has been promoted to the same 
position at Findlay, Ohio. W. H. Omlor, one 
of Mr. Shaffer's agents, will succeed him at 
St. Marys. 


Fred A. Zehring, formerly superintendent 
of the Metropolitan at Akron, Ohio, and for 
the past twenty years identified with the indus- 
trial business, has been appointed district man- 
ager for the Home Life at Dayton, Ohio. His 
territory consists of Warren, Green, Clark and 
Montgomery counties. 


John L. W ay, second vice-president of the 
Travelers, who has been visiting the local 

sgency in St. Louis for several days, was the 
guest of honor at a luncheon given by S. R. 
McBurney, the St. Louis manager, at the Mis- 
souri Athletic Club, Friday noon. Fifteen of 
the members of the local office were present. 


The Columbus (Ohio) Life Underwriters 
Association will hold its postponed December 
meeting on the evening of the 21st. The ses- 
sion will begin with an informal dinner in the 
ordinary of the Neil House, after which plans 
for the winter sessions of the association will 
be discussed. A large attendance is antici- 
patel. 


Vice-President George W. Perkins. of the 
New York Life, was in Chicago last week 
and dined with the agency directors in the 
Pullman building. After Mr. Perkins gave 
one of his characteristic talks he asked those 
present to make any inquiries regarding the 
company that they desired and considerable 
information was gotten in this way. 





USED STAMPS FOR TRADE. 

The American Industrial Federation, which 
is doing business in Des Moines, has been no- 
tified by the State auditor to quit the field until 
it can comply with the laws. The plan is to 
give purchasers trading stamps representing 
the amount of their purchase, and these stamps 
can be used to pay life, accident and health 
insurance with the concern. 








If you are not entirely satisfied with the 
appearance of your policy labels, you will 
make no mistake in giving us a trial. 

Your printed matter is your representa- 
tive. If it makes a poor or bad impres- 
sion, it has failed in its purpose, and your 
money is spent in vain. 

Prices and samples on application. 

The WeEsTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 
Cincinnati-Chicago. 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


EXTRACTS FROI WHITFIELD DECISION. 








Case Involving the Ztna Life Where the Sui- 
cide Clause Became a Factor in 
the Suit. 


The decision of United States Circuit Judge 
Phillips at Kansas City in the case of Mrs. 
Amanda M. Whitfield vs. the A©tna Life on a 
policy carried by her husband, James Whit- 
field, has been noted, and a few extracts from 
the opinion may be timely. Mrs. Whitfield 
sued the company for $5,000, the face of the 
policy. It was shown that Whitfield com- 
mitted suicide. The policy contained an agree- 
ment that in case the assured committed sui- 
cide the company would be liable for only $500. 
Judge Phillips held that Mrs. Whitfield was 
only entitled to recover the amount agreed 
upon, viz., $500. The case thus involved 
points not hitherto decided. Judge Phillips 
says the decision turns upon the construction 
of section 7896 of the Revised Statutes of 
Missouri. This statute reads as follows: 

“Tn all suits upon policies of insurance on 
life hereafter issued by any company doing 
business in this State to a citizen of this State, 
it shall be no defense that the insured com- 
mitted suicide, unless it shall be shown that 
the insured contemplated suicide at the time 
he made his application for the policy, and any 
stipulation in the policy to the contrary shall 
be void.” 

Judge Phillips, in his opinion, says in part 
as follows: 


“It is not maintainable that the statute in 
question establishes any public policy of the 
State beyond its expression—that is, that sui- 
cide shall constitute no defense against lia- 
bility of the company on an accident insurance 
policy. As already suggested, the statute does 
not undertake to declare that an insurance 
company may not issue a policy of insurance 
by which the parties agree that in case of death 
resulting from suicide what the amount of 
recovery shall be. I cannot conceive why the 
legislature should deem it contrary to the pub- 
lic policy of the State to permit the assured to 
agree with the insurance company by contract 
that in the event of death resulting from a 
voluntary act of suicide what amount should 
be paid by the insurer. 

“Looking at the language of the statute, and 
taken in its legal technical sense, in my humble 
opinion, nothing more was intended than that, 
in view of the fact that insurance companies 
under like policies had successfully interposed 
as a complete defense against any liability that 
the insured had taken his own life, hereafter 
no such defense should avail to defeat recov- 
ery. As the legislature has gone no further 
in the assertion of the state policy, the courts 
ought not to undertake, by mere judicial as- 
sertion, to extend the operation of the statute. 

“The sum of $500, provided in this case, is 
. substantial sum, and as the pleading of the 
contract in question, voluntarily entered into 
by the parties, goes merely to the question of 
the amount of the recovery, my conclusion is 
that the plaintiff is only entitled to recover 
the sum of $500.” 





CLUFF GOES WITH THE OCEAN. 

W. S. Cluff, former general manager of the 
Union Casualty at its home office, goes with 
Macdonnell, Hood & Callender at Chicago, to 
ike charge of the Ocean’s personal accident 
lepartment. 

at ca 
HOWARD GOES TO PITTSBURG. 

J. W. Howard, manager of the Columbus 
Ohio) district of the liability department of 
the Travelers, has been appointed to the man- 
.gement of the Pitsburg district of the same 
company. Mr. Howard left the newspaper 
field for the casualty insurance business about 
three years ago, accepting the local agency at 
Columbus for the Fidelity & Casualty of New 
York. After holding this position for fifteen 
months he accepted a position with the Trav- 
elers, which he has occupied for sixteen 








months. Mr. Howard will be succeeded by 
his brother, Homer C. Howard, who has just 
resigned as secretary of the board of public 
safety. J. W. Howard assumes his new po- 
sition January I. 

++ ++ 


CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 

4tna—Johbn Heckle & Sons, Cincinnati. 

Continental Casualty—J. L. Founier, Columbus. 

Federal Union Surety—Harry G. Howard, Chilli- 
cothe; Frank W. Moulton, Portsmouth. 

Great Eastern Casualty & Indemnity—F. L. Hat- 
field, Springfield; Charles Kuerts, Bellefontaine. 
Union Casualty—-James H. Cooper, Cleveland. 
U. 8. Casualty—-William S. Robertson, Barber- 
ton; Martin V. Gibson, Upper Sandusky. 

INDIANA. 

Frankfort—Wm. Beck, Washington. 

United: States Casualty—-Richardson-Kothe Com- 
pany, Indianapolis; George L. Hepner, Lafayette ; 
Elias A. Blickenstaff, Huntington; Edward F. Du- 
bail, South Bend. 

MICHIGAN. 
Lloyds Plate Glass—Zimmerman & Adams, De- 
i 


Guaranty & Trust Co.—O. F. Sheldon, 
Adrian; D. D. Ford, Battle Creek; C. F. Howe, 
Coldwater; H. A. Dibble, Detroit; B. B. Haskins, 
Detroit; D. H. Mills, Hillsdale; O. J. Graves, 
Jackson; C. C. Tillson, Pontiac. 

U. S. Casualty—C. D. Shattuck, Albion; R. C. 
Sawdey- & Son, Coldwater; H. S. Raymond, De- 
troit; W. T. Smith, Ionia; ¢. S. Chamberlain, 
Muskegon ; W. B. Carey, Muskegon ; H. W. Behnke, 
Mt. Clemens; R. P. Bigelow, Owosso. 

American Mutual Aid, Mich.—Burt Parks, Ce- 
cil; H. J. Ditz, Cheboygan; Wm. MecIntish, Grand 
Rapids; J. J. Collins, Muskegon; E. C. Watkins, 
Detoskey. 

Fidelity Accident & Mich.—D. F. 
Brown, Alpena; H. G. Enoch Glid- 
den, Beaverton ; Chesaning: G. R. 
Tummonds, Evart; O. Everling, Fife Lake, G. R. 
Whitman, Girard; Patrick Foran, Gladwin; T. D. 
Eva, Laurium; A. W. Vallin, Marine City; A. C. 
Smock, Sears: Percy Abell, St. Johns; Bert ‘Shoret, 
South Boardman. 


Protective, 
gray, Albion; 
Louie Wickham, 


Michigan Benevolent—R. L. Green, Battle 
Creek; A. J. Taylor, Moore’s Junction; M. G. 
Reid, Santiago; L. T. Hawk, Turner. 

National Protective, Mich.—Clarence Maxson, 
Leslie. 


Phenix Accident & Sick Benefit, Mich.—W. J. 


Seitz, Grape; A. H. Hinman, Lapeer; C. A. Brand- 
grove. Monroe; M. N. Gates, Monroe. 
Peninsular Accident, Mich.—E. 0. Birdsall, 


Beaverton. 
S. Accident, 


U. Mich.—A. L. Tree, Shephard ; 
Hi. DPD. Nash, 


Adrian; Wm. Cooper, Grand Rapids. 
++ ++ 


REINSURES THE UNION. 

Union Accident Stock Company of 
Denver has reinsured in the Continental 
Casualty. It had $100,000 capital, $165,371 as- 
sets and $41,706 net surplus. It wrote $122,- 
214 in premiums last year, $79,000 of which 


The 


were in Colorado. Its total disbursements 
were $79,236. C. H. Green was the secretary. 
The company was incorporated in 1901. 


++ ++ 
CASUALTY COMPANY TO BE CONSERVATIVE. 
Representatives of the Casualty Company of 
America have been informed that it will be 
useless to submit to the home office liability 
risks of a hazardous character 
they will be declined. 


at cut rates, as 
They will write sewer 
contractors and some others at conference 
rates, but not less. They say that the officers 
have made it clear to them that a conservative 
policy is to be pursued, even if business is not 
secured so fast. 
++ ++ 
FRANKFORT PUTS UP EXTRA FUNDS. 

The Frankfort Marine, Accident & Plate 
Glass Insurance Company has added $127,000 
to its reserve fund, in order to comply with 
the Michigan requirements. 

++ ae 
BURGLARY WAR AT CLEVELAND. 

A small-sized burglary war is on at Cleve- 
land between the A&tna Indemnity and VU. S. 
Fidelity & Guaranty. Several months ago the 
Evarts Tremaine Company gave up the gen- 
eral agency of the burglary department of the 
U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty, and it was trans- 
ferred to Herbert W. Bell, who was general 
agent of the bonding department. The Evarts 
Tremaine Company lost by the deal brokerage 
business amounting to $2,000 a year in premi- 
ums, but have done their utmost to hold their 
personal business for the A&tna Indemnity, 
and claim to have succeeded. Mr. Bell has 
put a burglary solicitor at work and the 





Evarts Teataiiie TERS claims that the 
U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty has increased com- 
missions to a point where Mr. Bell pays 35 
per cent brokerage in order to hold the Bal 
timore company’s business on the books where 
the Evarts Tremaine Company originally 
placed it. There is no ‘personal animosity 
between the competing agents, but the contest 
is warm. 
++ ++ 
SECURE MORE SPACIOUS QUARTERS. 

The Ocean Accident & Guarantee corpora 
tion has closed a long-time lease for the entir: 
eighth floor of a new building, which is now in 
the course of construction on the opposite sid 
of the street from its present offices in New 
York. The present quarters have become so 
crowded during the past few years that more 
space was necessary. In the new offices into 
which the company will move on May 1 the 
floor space is nearly double that of their old 
quarters. 

++ ++ 
WILL GO TO NEW YORK. 

Charles E. Gurley, manager 
boiler department of the 
& Callender Company of 
agents of the Ocean Accident, has 
signed to the United States 
New York to take charge of its 
boiler branch in this country. Mr. Gurley is 
an expert in his line, who understands the 
boiler business from A to Z. He 
ceeded in his present position by 
man. 


of the 
Macdonnell, 
Chicago, 


steam 
Hood 
general 
been as 
branch of the 
Ocean in 


will be suc- 


a competent 


++ ++ 

PENNSYLVANIA CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 

The Casualty has _ recently 
made the following appointments. C. C. Ogil 
vie of Memphis, Tenn., heretofore claim 
of the Illinois Central Railroad, as an 
and traveling special; William 
of Memphis, formerly of the 
Schmidt & Phillips, as a 


Pennsylvania 


agent 
adjuster 
Schmidt, also 
of Park, 


traveling 


firm 


special 


agent; F. W. Porter of Dayton, Ohio, as 
general agent. Mr. Porter was formerly in 
the life field at Cincinnati. 

++ ++ 


CASUALTY MEN HOLD MEETING. 

The Board of Personal Accident Under 
writers of Cincinnati held a meeting Tuesday. 
Matters of importance were discussed and con- 
siderable interest was shown by 
present. An 


the members 


executive committee 


was ap 
pointed, composed of Messrs. Isaac Bloom, of 
the Great Eastern Casualty; H. N. Reno, of 


the Standard Accident, and Jas. R. Millikan, 
of the Fidelity and Casualty. It was decided 
that a dinner be given sometime in the latter 
part of next month. After this affair busi- 
mess and social meetings will probably be held 
periodically. 
+t ++ 
WILSON’S GOOD BUSINESS. 


Manager W. G. Wilson of the accident and 
liability department of the A£tna Life at Cleve 
land is very much pleased with the way busi 
ness has been coming in. His “Faxon month” 
in the accident department, in which the agents 
in northern Ohio and Michigan were urged 
to special efforts in honor of the secretary of 
the company, closed a short time ago with 
nearly $4,000 in new accident premiums writ 
ten. The company’s liability business in Ohio 
more than doubled in November the business 
written in the same month last year. Som 
of this result is due to the good work of Hum 
mel & Perkins, the Cincinnati 
took hold in September. 

The Aztna has now carried the American 
Shipbuilding Company’s liability risk for about 
a year under its five-year contract. Mr. Wil 
son says it is proving very satisfactory to the 
7Etna, the losses not being as heavy as had 
been expected by the company. As this was 
one of the greatest targets in the country on 


agents, who 
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which no company has ever been supposed to 
make any money, this showing is a subject for 
congratulation. 
++ at 
NEW WRINKLE FROM ST. LOUIS. 

The Modern Credit Instalment Company of 
St. Louis has been incorporated and will begin 
operations in St. Louis next spring. The com- 
pany proposes to issue to customers a guar- 
antee for the amount of the credit they may 
desire. These guarantees will be accepted at 
the stores whose managers supply purchasers 
only on letters of credit and will put credit 
buyers on an equal footing with cash buyers. 
The company will charge customers the legal 
rate of interest for the service. N. J. Goodwin 
is secretary and promoter of the company. As- 
sociated with him are Bernard Winkeler, Sid- 
ney E. Davis, Montrose P. Hynson and J. E. 
Boren, all of St. Louis. The capital stock of 
the company is $125,000, all of which is fully 
paid. 

++ ++ 
REINSURANCE IN BANK BURGLARY. 

There is considerable reinsurance placed by 
some of the companies writing bank burglary. 
The policies are heavy in many cases, so that 
the gross amount cannot safely be retained. 
The U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty has been us- 
ing the New Amsterdam Casualty for rein- 
surance of this kind. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 
Fred C. Zinsmeister of Zanesville, Ohio, 
takes the agency of the Casualty Company of 
America for all lines. 


The American Casualty Company of Read- 
ing, Pa., will increase its capital from $100,- 
000 to $250,000 and extend its operations. 


Benjamin M. Weil’s Sons & Co. at Mil- 
waukee, have been appointed managers of all 
the departments for the United States Cas- 
ualty for that city. 


H. M. Coudrey, the St. Louis insurance 
man, gave a talk on “Liability Insurance,” be- 
fore the St. Louis Furniture Board of Trade, 
last Monday evening. 


Commissioner Host of Wisconsin rules that, 
beginning with January 1, casualty companies 
doing a multiform business must take out a 
license for each branch. 


The Atlas Casualty Company of Lake Mills, 
Wis., has been licensed to do business in 
Pennsylvania. Conrad .Engsburg has _ been 
elected assistant secretary of the company. 


The Canadian and Newfoundland branches 
of the Ocean Guarantee & Accident Corpora- 








tion of London and the Pacific Mutual of San 
Francisco have applied for membership in the 
International Association of Accident Under- 
writers. 


R. G. Pate, formerly city agent of the per- 
sonal accident department of the Ocean Acci- 
dent at Cleveland, has gone with the General 
Accident in the same city under General Agent 
T. J. Neale. 


J. H. Rogers, general agent for North Caro- 
lina of the Pacific Mutual Life, has secured the 
services of Guy Webb as manager of the ac- 
cident and health department of his company. 
Mr. Webb is young man of fine address, is 
thoroughly competent and will, no doubt, score 
good progress. 


The Bankers Surety Company has appointed 
Bryson, Brubacker & Co. its Columbus (Ohio) 
agents, to take effect January 1. This ap- 
pointment was made necessary by the trans- 
fer of J. W. Howard from the Columbus 
(Ohio) district to the Pittsburg district of the 
liability department of the Travelers. 


Canadian accident py grey held a cor- 
ference at Toronto a few d ays ago, with a 
view to forming an organization along the 
lines of the International Association of Ac- 
cident Underwriters of this country. This is 
the third attempt of the Canadian accident 
companies to get together, but thus far little 
has resulted. 


There has been organized in St. Louis an 
association known as the American Casualty 
Adjustment Company, and it has been incor- 
porated with a capital of $25,000. The object 
of the company is to act as agent of the as- 
sured and secure adjustments of casualty 
claims for the insured; also to prosecute the 
settlement of all claims by individuals against 
corporation and business firms, etc. 


The supreme court of Ohio gave Mary 
Rosch of Lorain judgment for $1,243 against 
the Travelers. Mrs. Rosch’s husband, who 
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held an accident policy in the Travelers, mys- 
teriously disappeared while on the ship Fries- 
land, in midocean. The company questioned 
whether the assured came to his death by ac- 
cident or whether he was dead at all or not. 
Judgment was rendered December 8. 





SPEND 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


WITH THE OLD FOLKS. 


Low Rates 


WITH LONG LIMIT 
VIA 


Big Four Route 


On December 24th, 25th and 31st, 1903, and 
January Ist, 1904, tickets will be on sale be- 
tween a)! local points on the ‘‘Big Four Route,”’ 
Cin’ti Northern R R. and D. & U. R. R.; also 
to many points 2n connecting lines in Central 
Passenger Association territory. 


Tickets will be good for return to and including 
January 4th, 1904, 


For full information and particulars as to 
schedules, rates, tickets, e'c , call on Agents 
“Big Four Route,” oc address the undersigned. 
WARREN J. LYNCH, J. EB. REEVES, 

Gen. Pass. & Ticket Agt., Gen, Southern Agt., 

CINCINNATI, O10. 













PAYROLL AUDITOR 


WAN TE Dv 


, ONE WHO UNDERSTANDS 

, ? EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY 
INSURANCE POLICIES, 

AND WHO KNOWS ABOUT 
BOOKKEEPING IN GENERAL AND 
PAY Easepey IN | PARTICULAR. 
United States Casualty Co., 141 Broadway, N. Y. 
EDSON S. LOTT, Secretary & General Manager. 








The Pennsylvania 
Company, 





CASH CAPITAL, $200,000. 
1899. 


INCORPORATED 





OUR 


A Top Notch Commission. 


A variety of policies with conditions reduced 
most 
benefits, supported by literature, artistic and catchy. 

A Company constantly on the alert to promote your 


minimum, and bristling with the 


interests. 


SCRAN7ZON, PA. 


AGENCY MEANS TO YOU: 





ACCIDENT, HEALTH AND LIABILITY INSURANCE. 
SEE OUR POLICY PAYING CASH PREMIUM DIVIDENDS. 





M. G. NICHOLS, Supt. of Agencies, 


GREETINGS. 





Casualty 


to a 


attractive special 





Home Office: 52-54 William St., 


LIABILITY, 
BOILER, 
PLATE GLASS, 


Capital and Surplus, - 


ANDREW FREEDMAN, 


E. W. DELEON, 
President. 


Vice-Prest. 


Casualty Company of America 


KUHN LOEB BUILDING. 


New York. 
INSURANCE; 


ACCIDENT, 
HEALTH, 
DISABILITY. 


$750,000.00 


MARSH, ULLIIANN & CO., Resident Managers for Illinois, 


159 La Salle Street, Chicago. 








LESLIE H. WEBB, State Agent for Ohio. 
GEORGE G. BROWN, Adjuster 
Chamber of Commerce Building, CLEVELAND. 
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YNITED STATES BRANGA, 
+ HARTFORD. Coan. , 
GEORGE © KENDELA, Vevnen 
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-FIRE: 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE ,GERMANY. 


UNITED STATES BRANCH 
NEW YORK; 
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' KELsey W008 

















The Indianapolis Fire Insurance Company. 
Capital paid upin cash, - $200,000.00. 
JOHN H. HOLLIDAY, President. H. C. MARTIN, Secr.tary, 


Summary of Annual Statement, Decetiiber 3ist, 1902. 


eee ere eee $437,233.69 
Reserve for unearned premiums............ $127,779.30 
Reserve for unpaid losses.... ............- 14,561.36 
Reserve for all other liabilities.............. 1,050.20 


Total liabilities except Capital Stock ....... $143,390.86 
ee Te Teer err 200,000.00 
Surplus over Capital Stock and all other liabil- 
Re coe ea wae week dees saree . 93,642.83 
Oe I cae accenaceerssersacnes annua $437,233.69 














The Columbian National Life 
Insurance Compatty ,%s mss 


Incorporated under the 
laws of llassachusetts. 


PERCY PARKER 


° ‘ ° President 
WM. BUTLER WOODBRIDGE 


. 2nd Vice-President 








C. H. BUNKER, President. FRANKLIN H. HEAD, Vice-President 
A, A. SMITH, Secretary. H. G. B. ALEXAN DER. 2nd Vice-Prest. and Gen Mgr 


CONTINENTAL CASUALTY COMPANY, 


WRITES ALL FORMS OP 


Personal Accident 


and Health Insurance. 
More Than Four Million Dollars Paid to 
Policyholders, 
GOOD CONTRACTS IN GOOD TERRITORY TO GOOD MEN. 


Producers, Address—H. G. B. ALEXANDER, 2nd Vice-Prest. and Gen. Mgr. 
134 Monroe Street, Chicago. 








NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


LOUIS G. PHELPS, President 
CHARTERED BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IN 1868 


Full paid capital ONE MILLION DOLLARS. 

An honorable record of 35 years. Over $7,000,000 paid policyholders. 
Insurance in force $40,000,000. All the approved forms of regular life 
policies, some of which may well be termed leaders. 

Men with clean records desiring a connection with a company that 
will help them help themselves are invited to address, 


P. M. STARNES, Vice-Pres. and Gen. Mgr. 








CDS IF OOS dO Ot 


Federal Fire Underwriters 


OF ILLINOIS, 


ISSUE NEW YORK STANDARD FORM OF POLICY. 
LIBERAL AMOUNTS PLACED ON SPRINKLED RISKS. 


Surplus Lines Solicited and Placed 


at Tariff Rates. 


L. H. COSLINE, Atty. and Mer., 
New York Office, 100 William St. 342, 159 La Salle St, Chicago. 


Cg werd 


SURPLUS LINES. 


SEND US YOUR SURPLUS LINES TO PLACE, 


We use only the most reliable companies 




















and associations and make a specialty of 
Telegraphic binders. 


Bremer, DuFour, Ring & Pinkney Co. 
90 William Street, = . NEW YORK. 





CASUALTY 
AND 


SURETY CO. 


Union St. Louis 


Accident — Health — Plate Glass 


Insurance. 





Losses Paid in 10 Years, - $3,147,000 





VACANCIES IN EVERY STATE FOR 
GOOD, RELIABLE MEN. 
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To open, contro] and develop ter- 
MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF ILLINOIS. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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ritory under permanent Renewal 


Contracts. 
Merchants Loan & Trust Bidg., 
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OFFICERS: 
ALEXANDER D. HANNAH, Prest. 


A. W. HANNAH, Asst. Treasurer. 
JOHN C. EVERETT, Secretary. 





DAVID HOGG, Vice Prest. & Treas. | ©— 








Ss , —— 
HOME orrice: CHICAGO, ILL. 





DIRECTORS: 
ALEXANDER D/+HANNAH. 
DAVID HOGG. 

JULIUS KESSLER. 
W. L. DOGGETT. 
JOHN G. CAMPBELL. 
EDW. F. KEEFER. 

















pein a INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF ILLINOIS. LICENSED APRIL 14, 1903. SS 5. SN. 
NEWBURGER AND CO,, ¢*5) ee ~<a 159 LaSalle Street, 
MANAGERS. Cash Assets, - - - - - $150,000.00 CHICAGO. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICE : 

Nos. 207 and 209 

MADISON STREET, 
CHICACO. 


LONG DISTANCE TELE. 
PHONE, MAIN 276. 


SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT : 

dle 

WASHINGTON AVE., 
ST. LOUIS. 


ae me Adi 
1. F. SMALL, Superintendent 


BELL TELEPHONE, 3081. 














— total 


ITTSBURGH LIFE 


P 
‘on e and TRUST COMPANY 


W. HOWARD NIMICK, President. P.T.F. LOVEJOY, ist V. President. 
WM. C. BALDWIN, 2nd Vice-President and General Manager. 


Managed by Successful Life Insurance Men and 
Backed by the Strongest Business Men Pinan- 
ctally in Western Pennsylvania. : ‘ 


No. 1005 Contracts direct with the producer. No general agents. No mid- 


men. The man who produces the business gets the pay. 


RENEWALS ABSOLUTELY NON-FORFEITABLE. 


ress Wm. C. Baldwin, aad V. Pres. and Gen’l Mgr. 


Keystone Building, - - PITTSBURG, PA, 








THE ANCHOR FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


228-230 W. FOURTH STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


CAPITAL 


ASSETS 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS | 


JUDGE M. DONNELLY, President. F. 
WILLIAM WOOD, Secretary and General Manager. 


- «+ + $200,000 
.. ee’ 460,536 
Ree 236,382 


D. PRENTICE, Vice-President. 











i RELTANCE: 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 











JAMES H. REED, President 












SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS 


Address A. F,. MCDONALD, 34 Vice-Pres. 


$2,000,000.00 
Managers and strong individual life underwriters seeking T. R. 
territory J. A. 





THEMINNESOTA MUTUAL LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF ST. PAUL, MINN. 


Offers to competent and active young gentlemen, 
whose antecedents will bear investigation, very 
liberal renewal commission contracts for exclusive 
management of most productive territory. Its policies, 
rates and guaranteed settlements, in connection with 
its financial strength, always win in competition. 


PALMER, President. 
O’SHAUGHNESSY, 2d Vice-President and Field Manager. 


DOUGLAS PUTNAM, Secretary. 
H. W. COCHNOWER, Assistant Secretary and Actuary. 














